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SUBJECT that is being much discussed in fire insurance 
circles at the present time relates to the prospect that 

the matter of rate making by State officials will be considered 
by the different State legislatures that will soon be in session. 
Last winter the Kansas Legislature passed a law conferring 
upon the Superintendent of Insurance the power to specify 
what rates the companies might charge in that State. In ac- 
cordance with such authority, the Superintendent announced 
a flat reduction of twelve per cent on mercantile risks, and a 
proportionate reduction on dwellings. When such arbitrary 
and illogical rulings can be made by an inexpert State offi- 
cial, where remains the value of the years of study and care 
by experts in classifying risks according to their hazards, and 
establishing adequate rates in accordance with the experience 
of the companies? The companies have expended hundreds 
of thousands of dollars in an endeavor to establish the fire 
insurance business upon a scientific basis, derived from years 
of experience, and while there is still much lacking in their 
endeavors, nevertheless they have made great progress in their 
work, and are better qualified to-day than ever before to 
promulgate rates that are fair and equitable according to the 
varied hazards of the risks insured. But all this research 
and expense is nullified within his jurisdiction at one fell 
swoop by the action of one man, who is not an expert, and 
has acquired but a limited knowledge of the business. No 
doubt the Superintendent acted in good faith, and in response 
to complaints made to him that rates are too high; but such 
complaints are in the air at all times from persons who can- 
not do without insurance indemnity but are unwilling to pay 
a reasonable price for it. The action of the Kansas Super- 
intendent but foreshadows what may be expected in other 
States where such legislation is proposed. Illinois has a legis- 
lative commission, appointed to ascertain and report upon 
the situation in that State, with a view to enabling the legis- 
lature to provide for rate regulation, and Texas has a State 
rating board at work. Other States are preparing to get in 
the swim, and fire insurance is likely to be greatly hampered 
by further legislative interference. When the companies 
are disastrously affected, agents and all others identified with 
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the business must suffer proportionately. Where a State offi- 
cial arbitrarily reduces rates, agents’ commissions are reduced 
correspondingly, and they will feel the loss of income more 
severely than the companies will. Fortunately, this is an off 
year with State legislatures, as there will be but thirteen of 
them in session this winter ; but if even two or three of these 
should pass the obnoxious State rate-making law, the other 
States would be encouraged to take similar action a year from 
now, with the result that the companies would lose control of 
their own business and property. It is to be hoped that the 
agitation of the subject will result in bringing the companies 
together, to the end that they may act harmoniously and in- 
telligently in opposing any legislation that is opposed to their 
prosecuting a legitimate business in accordance with business 
principles. No other business is so supervised, hampered and 
dictated to as that of insurance; but why it should be so sub- 
jected to legislative restrictions no one has been able to dis- 
cover. If the companies were to unite upon retaliatory 
measures, and refuse to insure property in those States that 
enact such arbitrary laws, they might exact from the legis- 
latures a more intelligent consideration of the requirements 
of the business. 





HOSE who attended the meetings of casualty men held 
in New York last week must have been deeply im- 
pressed with the idea that some topics of vital interest were 


. ably handled, and that they were-amply repaid for the time 


spent. The report of the executive committee of the Board 
of Casualty and Surety Underwriters demonstrated that a 
vast amount of work for the benefit of the branches of in- 
surance represented had been accomplished during the year, 
even though the committee had not been successful in all its 
efforts. The problems confronting these managers are many 
and varied, requiring more than usual ability to handle them, 
and the Board is to be congratulated on the fact that the 
services of the brainiest men in the business are at its service. 
Papers read at the meetings were of a high character, and, 
when carefully studied, will be productive of many valuable 
hints tending to the improvement of the business. The work 
of these associations naturally rests very largely upon the 
shoulders of the members making up the executive commit- 
tees, while at the annual meetings the work of those com- 
mittees is approved and an opportunity afforded for an inter- 
change of views and cultivation of personal amenities which 
must result in all working together harmoniously for the 
common good. In these days of more or less autocratic regu- 
lation of the insurance business the companies must stand 
shoulder to shoulder and convince the public that the interests 
of both are identical. In this respect the several associa- 
tions dealing with casualty, surety and miscellaneous insur- 
ance are doing particularly good work. 





ORKMEN’S compensation is coming in for a large 

share of attention at the hands of the State legis- 

latures, and is one of the most vital questions confronting 
managers of companies writing liability insurance. At the 
present time commissions representing some half a dozen or 
more States are investigating the subject, with the probable 
result that bills providing for compensation for injuries sus- 
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tained by workingmen will be presented on a more drastic 
scale than is now covered by the so-called employers’ liability 
acts. These commissions are profiting by the experience of 
foreign countries in this particular, and their members evi- 
dently seem anxious to conduct any new legislation along 
practical and conservative lines. The liability insurance com- 
panies are largely interested in the question as to how gen- 
eral the new legislation will be, and are of the unanimous 
opinion that it will involve greatly increased cost to em- 
ployers generally, not only on account of the broadening of 
the scope of compensation for fatal and disabling injuries, 
but also on account of the increased cost to the companies of 
conducting the business. The time would seem to be op- 
portune for the drafting of a model law upon this subject, in 
which the experience of the liability insurance companies, the 
several State labor bureaus, the various workmen’s compensa- 
tion commissions and the American Bar Association might 
be combined. Such a bill would have great weight behind it, 
and would, no doubt, be favorably considered in a majority 
of the States. Workmen’s compensation seems bound to be 
established as a principle of State regulation of industries be- 
fore long, so that it would seem the part of wisdom for all 
to unite in shaping any legislation along sane and conservative 
lines. 





T is to be hoped that at the next session of the New York 
State Legislature a bill will be passed making provision 
for licensing stock companies writing insurance on live stock. 
During the present year a very reputable Western company 
writing this line sought admission to New York, but was re- 
fused a license, because no law could be found authorizing 
this branch of insurance. There is need of such a law, judg- 
ing by the number of inquiries received for information 
concerning a first-class concern which is in a position to handle 
this class of risks in New York State. 
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LIFE INSURANCE TOPICS 


IN AND ABOUT NEW YORK. 


The New York Life has resigned from the Association of Life In- 
surance Presidents, the reason given being that the benefits derived 
were not commensurate with the expense. The resignation takes effect 
at the close of the year. 

The New York State Insurance Department has taken steps to 
liquidate the affairs of the Templars of Liberty of America of New 
York city. An examination of this society revealed assets of $468, 
and liabilities of $6435. 

Edward A. Jones, founder of the Metropolitan Life, who raised the 
first $200,000 of its working capital, died last Saturday at East Orange, 
N, J., in his eighty-fifth year. Mr. Jones assisted in establishing the 
German Savings Bank of Brooklyn, and was for a number of years 
one of its trustees. He was born July 24, 1824, in Bangor, North 
Wales, and came to America in 1852. He first established himself in 
the business of box manufacturing, and later became president of the 
National Life and Limb Insurance Company in 1863. That company 
afterward was called the National Life and Travelers Insurance 
Company. Mr. Jones was for several years a member of the Chamber 
of Commerce of New York, and at one time was pues of St. 
David’s Society. 

Justice Peckham, who died on October 24, was elected a trustee of 
the Mutual Life in 1884, and he resigned that position in November, 
The reasons given for this retirement were that he had written 
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letters to certain members of the board, urging the necessity of im- 
mediate and drastic reforms and a complete investigation. These 
recommendations were disregarded, and it was chiefly on account of 
this that he stepped out. 


CHICAGO AND THE WEST. 


Judge Landis, in the United States Circuit Court at Chicago, has 
sustained another demurrer to an indictment against the Rhodus 
Brothers, charging them with using the mails to defraud, in connec- 
tion with their insurance and allied corporations. This is the second 
indictment that has failed, but the Government claims that three 
others that are valid remain, and that the last indictment set aside 
was not to have been pushed. 


Gustav Myers and J. Edson McEldowney, who were prosecuted by 
the National Life of the U. S. of A., on charge of libel and con- 
spiracy, have brought suit against the company and its officers and 
attorneys for $300,000 damages, Meyers asking for $200,000 and 
McEldowney for $100,000. 

Northwestern University has opened two insurance courses in con- 
nection with its School of Commerce in Chicago. Donald F. Camp- 
bell, professor of mathematics at Armour Institute, is in charge of 
the life insurance course, which meets Friday evenings, and Prof. J. 
B. Finnegan, also of Armour, conducts the fire insurance course on 
Wednesday evenings. 


L. A. Anderson, actuary of the Wisconsin Insurance Depart- 
ment, is making an investigation for the Department of the effects of 
employment in different occupations upon mortality, health and acci- 
dents. He will be assisted by the commission appointed to investi- 
gate industrial insurance for working men. 


Carlos S. Hardy, for the past nine years general counsel for the 
insurance department of the Knights of Pythias, has resigned, to 
re-enter private practice. He will devote himself to life insurance 
matters chiefly, and has been retained by the Knights of Pythias to 
handle their litigation. Mr. Hardy has been an active advocate of 
adequate rates, and suggested the new fifth class plan of the Knights 
of Pythias, under which over $85,000,000 of insurance has been placed 
on the legal reserve basis in less than three years. He has conducted 
much important frattrnal insurance litigation for the National Fra- 
ternal Congress, as well as his own organization, and is the author of 
“Hardy’s Fraternal Society Law.” 


The recent resignation of R. T. Stuart as president of the new 
American Home Life of Fort Worth, Tex., was due to a disagree- 
ment as to the disposal of the funds. Mr. Stuart claims that the 
interests now in control have violated his plan to deposit the funds in 
the sections from which they were received and are keeping them in 
the banks controlled by them. 


MacEnaney & Barnet have been appointed general agents for IIli- 
nois for the Philadelphia Life. A special agent from the home office 
will be located with them. 


Complaints of life insurance rebating have been numerous in 
Missouri, and Insurance Superintendent Kennish has decided to take 
up several cases with the prosecuting attorneys in the counties from 
which the complaints come, to see whether the law cannot be en- 
forced. His best case is against an agent in Kansas City, who con- 
fessed to rebating in his testimony in a justice court case affecting 
other matters. 

President Dyrenforth, of the Commercial Life of Chicago, reports 
marked progress, the new business for the first fifteen days of Oc- 
tober being double that for the entire month of October last year. 


Secretary Smith of the Rockford Life, Rockford, IIl., announces 
that the company will begin writing business before the end of the 
year. The Rockford has $100,000 capital, and a surplus of $50,000 


In a communication to the field force of the company, Superin- 
tendent of Agencies Norris of the Northwestern Mutual Life an- 
nounces the discontinuance of the deferred annuity contracts which 
the company has been issuing. This action is taken, he says, because 
of the fact that “there has not been a sufficient demand for that 
form to justify its continuance.” 
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BOSTON AND VICINITY. 


The Home Life has occupied its sumptuous new quarters in the 
Tremont building, Tremont and Beacon streets. 

On Tuesday evening, the 26th inst., the Boston Life Underwriters 
Association held its annual fall banquet at Young’s Hotel. Among 
the speakers were Secretary William Alexander of the Equitable, who 
gave an address on “The Mission of the Life Insurance Company” ; 
Herbert Dow, actuary of the New England Mutual Life, “Signifi- 
cance of Insurance Courses in our Colleges”; Rev. Courtlandt Myers, 
D. D., “Insurance in the Home.” 

The property at Nos. 75-77 Kilby street, Boston, has been sold to 
the Boston Mutual Life. It is the intention of the company to occupy 
it about the first of February, when the present lease runs out. The 
Kilby street parcel comprises a four-story brick building and 1400 
square feet of land, all assessed for $85,000, of which $70,000 is on the 
land. 


noe 


NOTES FROM PHILADELPHIA. 


The American Casualty of Reading, Pa., has appointed C. L. O. 
Lukens manager of its accident and health department, dating from 
November 1. He was formerly assistant to the general manager of 
the Continental Casualty. 

Doriss & Swan, liability managers for this city of the Ocean Acci- 
dent, have been appointed managers of the accident department also, 
succeeding William A. Lee. 

To-morrow evening at the Fort Pitt Hotel, Pittsburg, Pa., the 
Standard Mutual Life of that city will tender a banquet to its agency 
force as a sort of jollification over the splendid results which have 
been achieved so far this year. 

The Reliance Life has appointed Angus Allmond supervisor for 


Maryland, District of Columbia and Delaware, with headquarters at ~ 





Washington, D. C. 


THE MIDDLE STATES. 


Results of Deorganization by Law. 


One of the most remarkable announcements ever made by a going 
concern is that put forth this week by the New York Life to its agents 
concerning the procurement of new business in the remaining weeks of 
the year. It bears the title “Go Ahead,” and is as follows: 


Elbert Hubbard says in the October number of The Fra, “‘The New 
York Life has been securing business, well within the limit of cost, but 
by a splendid organization has approached the danger line of getting 
too much business.” 

We believe the danger is now past. 

Last year this company, much against its will, was forced to cease 
operations for a few days, just before the year went out, causing severe 
hardship to many fieldmen. 5 

You’ll be glad to learn that there is little likelihood of a recurrence 
of this emergency in 1909. 

Effective steps have been taken to prevent it. 

Methods of deorganization, in progress since July, have caused a drop 
in the new paid business for July, August and September, sufficient in 
amount to keep the New York Life within the lawful limit for the year 
without further curtailment. 

While the total paid insurance for 1909 to date—$117,000,000—is some- 
thing like seven and one-half millions ahead of what it was last year at 
this time, we feel, now that the brake has been applied, that the plant 
can run on full time, right up to midnight of December 31, with no 
danger of committing a misdemeanor under the New York law. 


What do business men generally think of a law which restricts the 
activities of men in selling goods, and makes the heads of the concern 
employing them liable to punishment as misdemeanants? We are glad 
that the officers of the New York Life find themselves hopeful of keep- 
ing within the law this year, but can see no logical reason why as 
many persons as deem the policies of that company desirable should 
at any time be debarred from obtaining them. 





Life Underwriters Association of New York. 


A well-attended meeting of the Life Underwriters Association of New 
York was held on Tuesday, the 26th inst., at the Lawyers Club. The 
chair was occupied by President D. G. C. Sincldir, and some thirty mem- 
bers faced him. A. H. Gseller, of the National Life of Montpelier, was 
elected to membership. 


THE SPECTATOR 


223 


Life Insurance 


Some interesting talks were made concerning the recent meeting of 
the National Association of Life Underwriters at Louisville. W. C. 
Johnson said that the gathering had been one of the best in the history 
of the national movement and that the members had not been afraid 
to speak out their minds. He thought that those who attended had all 
been benefited through the free and open discussions and by the val- 
uable thoughts expressed by those who presented papers. The ad- 
dresses of Mr. Sheldon of Chicago and Mr. Elson of Omaha were par- 
ticularly valuable and instructive. 

President Sinclair felt that the New York Association had been particu- 
larly honored at the sessions by the fact that the presiding officer had 
been one of its members and for the tribute paid Mr. Johnson in the shape 
of a testimonial for his services in connection with the New York laws 
as affecting agency contracts. 

Ex-President Edwards of the National Association referred to the 
record made by the New York association in connection with rebating, 
twisting and part-time men, and felt that the association had justified 
its existence. He called on the members to make diligent efforts to bring 
into the fold those now outside, even though they had opposed more or 
less the reforms backed by the association, urging that a closer inter- 
course with them would be convincing of the benefits of association 
work. A further suggestion was that at the next meeting some live 
topic should be brought up for general discussion by the members. 

A motion was carried that the next meeting should be held in the 
evening and devoted to a frank discussion of some subject to be an- 
nounced later. Pledges were given of attendance at a dollar dinner of 
at least ninety persons, and the meeting adjourned. A buffet luncheon 
was then served and a pleasant hour spent in social intercourse. 





Metropolitan Absorbs Union Life of New York. 


The New York State Insurance Department has assumed control of 
the affairs of the Union Life Insurance Company of New York by order 
of the court, and the Metropolitan Life will assume all obligations of 
the company under its policies. The Insurance Department’s action was 
taken on the application of Attorney-General O’Malley, which was 
joined in by the company. The policyholders will pay the Metropolitan 
the same rates as they paid the Union Life, without a new medical ex- 
amination or expense of any kind. 

The Union Life was formerly known as the Life Association of 
America, which was organized in 1901. Last August the Insurance De- 
partment examined the company and reported that the capital of $200,000 
was impaired to the extent of $50,633. The officers of the company were 
Henry P. Townsley, president; Eugene Van Schaick, vice-president and 
general counsel, and John W. Vincent, secretary. 





—The Pittsburgh Life and Trust has decided that it will hereafter issue par- 
ticipating insurance exclusively. 


—The Security Mutual Life of Binghamton has just closed a contract with 
Stephen M. Paschall for Philadelphia. 


—Lieutenant-Governor White, Speaker Wadsworth and State Health Commis- 
sioner Porter of New York have announced a favorable decision on the appeal 
in the matter of the sanatorium the Workmens Circle, a fraternal order, propose 
building at Liberty, N. Y. 

—‘‘Hints and Helps for the Firing Line” is the title of a compact little work 
prepared by Wilson Williams, general field superintendent of the Security 
Mutual Life of Binghamton, N. Y., for the instruction of the agents of that 
company. It is tersely written, devoid of technicality, and should be the means 
of giving the field force a thorough grounding in the theory and practice of life 
insurance business. THe Spectator acknowledges receipt of a copy through the 
courtesy of the author. 





THE WEST. 





Iowa Items. 


[From OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT. ] 


The Life Underwriters Association met at the Savery House in Des 
Moines last Saturday night. with a goodly attendance. A banquet was 
served and following that a short business session was had, at which 
methods of betterment and increase of business this winter were dis- 
cussed. 

F. C. Hoagland, agency supervisor for the Equitable Life of New York 
for Iowa, Southern Illinois and Missouri, is almost done with the reor- 
ganization of Iowa into districts. He announces J. A. Blum in charge 
of the Des Moines district, with twenty counties; R. R. Pray, formerly 
with the Metropolitan Life, is given fifteen counties in Southeastern Iowa, 
with headquarters in Des Moines; E. A. Becker, at Sioux City, and H. D. 
Cotton, at Council Bluffs, have Western and Northwestern Iowa; W. C. 
Riley, Mason City, has Northern Iowa. 

The Equitable Life of New York has announced that it will invest 
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some of its money in Des Moines property after receiving the report of 
an inspector who was sent to the city some time ago. J. A. Blum, agency 
director, has been notified that the company expects to take up mortgages 
on Des Moines properties in large amounts, and that these investments 
will be made this fall. 

W. L. Shephard, vice-president of the Central Life of Des Moines, has 
gone to Oklahoma, where he expects to find investments for the surplus 
funds of the company. 

Auditor of State J. L. Bleakly has issued a certificate to the Income 
Protection Accident Association to transact business in Iowa. This is 
the company to insure wage-earners against sickness and accident, or- 
ganized by C. M. Baker. 


Des Moines, October 24. WILD ROSE. 





—The Superintendent of Insurance of Ohio has issued a warning against the 
operations of the International Liberty Union of Dayton. 

—L. I. Rawson, counsel of the Cleveland Life, was recently elected secretary. 
Charles E. Sprague has been chosen agency secretary, and Charles E. Gleason 
agency supervisor. 

~—It is understood that John Kennish will retire as Superintendent of Insur- 
ance of Missouri on November 1 and Frank Blake, pardon attorney of the State, 
will succeed Mr. Kennish. 

—The Grand Rapids Life, which was in process of organization, has been 
turned over to capitalists of Bay City, Mich., who have moved the headquarters 
to that city and changed the name to American Life Assurance Company. 

~The Commonwealth Life Association is being organized at Crawfordsville, 
Ind., as on the assessment plan. Those interested in the concern are: Marshall 
M. Nye, William B. Lynch, N. B. Conberley, J. M. Gleason and Fred A. Dennis. 


—The Ohio State Life of Columbus reports that business of the year to date 
shows an increase of twenty-nine per cent over that of the same period for 1908. 
The company has added forty-six agents to its working force during the past 
quarter. 

—William D. Van Dyke, chairman of the executive committee of the North- 
western Mutual Life, has been elected vice-president. The office of chairman, 
created for the late Judge Palmer, has been abolished and Joel H. Vaile of 
Denver elected trustee to fill the vacancy. 

—The Midland Mutual Life’s business for the month of September shows an 
increase over the same month in the year 1908. The remaining months of the 
present year should produce even greater results, as the business of this Colum- 
bus company is being handled in a progressive manner. 

—J. S. Postal has been appointed field superintendent of the Meridian Life of 
Indianapolis. Mr. Postal has had an extensive life insurance experience and is 
a fine personal producer. He has many friends among the insurance fraternity 
and the Meridian Life has undoubtedly secured a good man. 

—The American Life Annuity Company has been organized at Evansville, 
Ind., on the assessment plan. Those interested in the concern are: Ezra A. 
Lowe, George T. Ashley, George A. Black, William E. Stillwell, William P. 
Woods, Charles L. Babcock, A. Aron Horn, William J. Phillips, John W. Espen- 
laub, Rudolph J. Mann and Charles C. Azebell of Evansville, and George L. 
Heldt of Haubstadt. 

—The United States Supreme Court has denied the petition of the Mutual Life 
of New York for a writ of certiorari in its-case against William E. Hazen and 
others, trustees of the estate of the late Lucius H. Perkins of Kansas, involving 
a policy of $100,000 on the life of Mr. Perkins. The Perkins case is one well 
known to insurance men and has attracted a great deal of attention owing to the 
large amount of insurance carried by the deceased. 





THE SOUTH. 





—The Empire Life of Beaumont has been licensed in Texas. 

—The Southland Life of Dallas, Texas, has applied for admission to the Terri- 
tory of New Mexico. 

+L. L. Copeland and J. C. Gole are the Alabama State agents of the Inter- 
national Life of St. Louis. Their staff is producing at the rate of $150,000 a 
month. 

—The Arkansas Mutual Life of Hope, Ark., is being organized. A. M. Battle 
is president, C. A. Lawthrop, vice-president, and E. Lehman, secretary and 
treasurer. 

—Henry F. Wyly, former manager of the Southern States Life of Atlanta at 
Mobile, Ala., has been advanced to the position of supervisor for the State of 
Alabama. The company speaks very highly of Mr. Wyly’s work. 

—tThe Eastern Life, formerly at Onancock, Va., has moved to Norfolk and 
been reorganized. T. F. Teighman, vice-president of the Citizens Bank of 
Norfolk, has been elected president. The name of the company is to be 
changed. 

—The organization of the Amarillo National Life Insurance Company of 
Amarillo, Texas, is in the hands of the Panhandle Investment Company of 
Amarillo. Among those interested in the company are C. P. Smith, W. M. 
McCaleb, J. W. Greenwood and L. K. Johnson. 


—The West Virginia general agency of the Northwestern Mutual Life reports 
that the paid-for business for the first nine months of 1909 is $45,200 in excess 
of the total amount of business for the entire year of 1908, and an increase of 
seventy-two per cent over the first nine months of 1908. 


During the third 
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The business 
of the first nine months of 1908 was $492,500; 1909, $847,800. P. W. Marsie of 
Athens, W. Va., is the leader in paid-for business in the third quarter of 1909. 

—Walker White of Atlanta, Ga., has been appointed by General Agent 
R. J. Gimm of the New England Mutual Life, manager of the company’s business 
in Southwest Georgia, with headquarters in Valdosta. Mr. White was formerly 
agency superintendent for the Massachusetts Bonding Company for several 
Southern States. 

—An important decision on discrimination and board contracts has been ren- 
dered by the Supreme Court of North Carolina in the case of Smathers vs. the 
Bankers Life of New York. Smathers had a board contract under which he was 
to get his share of the commissions on other policies written in the State. The 
company withdrew from the State and demanded full payment of premiums, 
whereupon Smathers sued to compel the company to live up to its board con- 
tract. The company’s defense was that the board contract was in violation of 
the State law against rebating and was therefore void, and this has now been 
upheld by the Supreme Court. 

—The Alabama Insurance Department has been examining the International 
Life of St. Louis, having refused to accept the report of the Missouri Depart- 
ment on that company. The finances have been found to be in satisfactory con- 
dition, but objection was made to a contract that Vice-President Babler had, 
under which he was to receive a commission on new business as well as on 
renewals. The Insurance Commissioner of Missouri secured a modification of 
this contract when the matter was brought to his attention. It will be recalled 
that the Great American Life was consolidated with the International Life. 


quarter of 1908 this agency wrote $169,500, and in 1909 $252,400. 





MISCELLANEOUS LIFE NEWS. 





Rebating. 

This is a new leaflet, designed to show that rebating is poor policy, 
not only for the agent, but the insured. It points out that in life in- 
surance, as in all sound business, “the best is the cheapest,” and that, 
owing to interpretations by the courts of the anti-rebate law, a man 
accepting a rebate is likely to find himself possessed of a worthless 
contract. 

The leaflet is printed on tinted paper, in a size to fit a No. 6 en- 
velope, and sells at the following prices: Sample copy, Io cents; 50 
copies, $1.50; 100 copies, $2.50; 500 copies, $10; 1000 copies, $15. 

On orders for 100 copies or less there will be an extra charge of 
$1 for printing the complimentary card of the purchaser on the 
leaflet; on orders for between 100 and 1000 copies, the extra charge 
will be $2; on orders for 1000 or more copies there will be no charge 
for printing complimentary card. 

Address all orders to The Spectator Company, 135 William street, 
New York. 





The Brown Book of Life Insurance Economics, 1909-10. 


During the years of its publication the Brown Book of Life Insurance 
Economics has won a permanent place as a comprehensive and impartial 
analyst of the statements of life insurance companies. The ninth 
annual edition, bringing the statistics down to the end of 1908, is now 
ready for distribution, and will be found to contain much data of in- 
terest to all careful observers of the trend of the business. A review 
of the latest year, covered by the figures, speaks hopefully of a return 
of confidence as to the future of the life insu’ance business as demon- 
strated by the renewed interest on the part of the public, coupled with 
the improved business and financial status of the country. 

A complete index of contents covers fully the scope and character of 
the work, while the voluminous explanatory notes make it easy to un- 
derstand the significance of the several tables. The questions of in- 
terest and expense as affected by the legislation in New York are 
specially treated by a clear and graphic method. 

The Brown Book, as a whole, appeals to the student of life insurance, 
no matter in what department he is engaged. As a statistical history of 
life insurance and work of reference covering the experience of repre- 
sentative companies for periods ranging from seven to twenty years it 
should be in the hands of every life insurance man. The work contains 
about 115 pages, and sells at $2.50 per copy in flexible binding, or at 
$3 for the library edition. Copies can be supplied by The Spectator 
Company, 135 William street, New York. 





Journal of the Institute of Actuaries. 
The October number of The Journal of the Institute of Actuaries, 
which is Part IV. of the forty-third volume, contains a paper by A. T- 
Winter, entitled “Notes on Mortality and Life Assurance in India.” 
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Other features of the part are legal notes, an actuarial note on formulas 
for the force of mortality, the examination papers set for 1909 and the 
annual report of the Institute. Price $1.50. Copies of this part may be 
obtained of The Spectator Company, 135 William street, New York. 





Transactions of the Faculty of Actuaries. 


Part X. of Volume 4 of The Transactions of the Faculty of Actuaries 
contains the examination papers for 1909, the report of the council and a 
list of members and students of the faculty. Price 50 cents. The num- 
ber completes the fourth volume, and may be ordered through The Spec- 
tator Company, 135 William street, New York. 








INDUSTRIAL INSURANCE 


Activity in Metropolitan’s Canadian Branch, 


The Metropolitan Life held the annual convention of its Quebec sec- 
tion, embracing twelve districts, at the Place Viger Hotel, Montreal, 
October 14, at which Vice-Presidents Fiske, Woodward and Ayres, Ma- 
jor Corwin and Superintendent of Agents Kavanaugh of the Great 
Northern territory were present. An enthusiastic meeting was held, 
and the addresses of the vice-presidents had their usual telling effect. 
Among the guests present were Superintendents Barradale of Albany, 
Manning of Poughkeepsie, Murphy of Troy, Ellis of Cohoes, Sullivan of 
Schenectady, O’Connor of Amsterdam, Mulhall of Utica, Duffy of Water- 
town, Kay of Saratoga Springs, Donahue of Newburg and Williams of 
Kingston. Following this convention there was held that of the On- 
tario section at the King Edward Hotel, Toronto, October 16, with largely 
the same representation from the home office and the following invited 
guests: Superintendents Haberbush of Elmira, Tenney of Corning, 
Greenman of Binghamton, McFarland of Auburn, Dr. Stamland and 
Schwing of Buffalo, Wood and Moran of Rochester, Boyd of Syracuse, 





Thompson of Niagara Falls, Nash of Jamestown. It is estimated that” 


between three hundred and four hundred agents atiended. Canada is 
proving a most satisfactory field for the Metropolitan this year, both in 
the ordinary and industrial departments. 





The Direct Appeal. 


Sometimes a prospect can be handled successfully by jumping right 
into the argument without any preliminaries, while in other cases the 
solicitor must approach the object of his visit by a circuitous route and 
give his arguments time to sink in. 

How the direct method worked well is told by Hugh Chalmers: 


I once went in to see an old business man and wanted to borrow $500. 
I went in and said: “I want to borrow $500, and will give you my note 
for sixty days, and I will pay you at the end of sixty days.’’ He turned 
to the cashier and said: ‘‘Write Mr. Chalmers a check for $500.” He 
then said to me: ‘‘Young man, let me tell you something—you could 
not have gotten that money had it not been for the straightforward way 
you asked for it. Most men come in here and waste a lot of my time 
by saying: ‘Good morning; how are you this morning? Nice weather 
we have been having the last few days. How is the family? And, by 
the way, I am a little short of money and would like to borrow $500 for 
a couple of months.’ ‘But,’ he said, ‘I was impressed by the way you 
asked for it. You came in, asked me for the money right off, so I am 
going to let you have it.’’’ So gentlemen, in this time and generation 
apie eliminate all the “‘by-the-ways”’ and get down to straight business. 

pays. 





—The Metropolitan Life is having a very satisfactory experience with 
its ordinary business in the Canadian field this year. 

—Freehold has been made an independent managerial district of the 
Colonial, and J. F. DeRoche, now assistant manager, has been advanced 
to the managership. 

—Charles A. Allen has been appointed superintendent at Philadelphia 
No. 8 by the Prudential. He comes from Baltimore and has worked 
himself up rapidly since he entered the employ of the company five and 
one-half years ago. 

—Industrial men will get encouragement in the report that the Balti- 
more and Ohio Railroad Company has placed orders for new equip- 
ment, which will cost $15,000,000. Here is substantial evidence of con- 
fidence in future business conditions. 


—Recent appointments by the Reading Mutual Life are as follows: 
Frank McGuiness, who for many years has been connected with the 
Metropolitan Life, to be superintendent of Philadelphia No. 1 district, 


THE SPECTATOR 


225 





Life Insurance 





which covers Frankford and Kensington; Ralph A. Smelser, formerly of 
this city, to be superintendent at Lancaster, Pa.; Charles W. Focht, a 
leading Prudential representative at Reading, to be assistant superin- 
tendent of the Reading (Pa.) district. 


—The Colonial Life reports the following recent changes in the 
field: Appointments to Assistancies—H. B. Eby, McKeesport; Robert 
Dalton, Trenton; John L. McMahon, New York; Julius Baum, New York. 
Thomas M. Brown transferred to Homestead from McKeesport. 


—The leading assistant in the industrial department of the Colonial is 
G. W. Jewel of Charleroi, Pa., closely followed by W. Johnson of New- 
ark. In the ordinary department the list is headed by M. Cafiero of 
Brooklyn. 


—The Colonial reports that from the results already secured it is 
absolutely certain that the company will at least quadruple the credit- 
able record which was made during the year 1908; in fact, the record of 
the year will make new history for the company and thereby inaugurate 
the 1910 campaign under most favorable conditions. 


—The latest changes reported among the ranks of the Colonial are: 
Appointments to assistancies—W. T. Sye, Norristown; A. Tiedeman, 
Brooklyn; J. A. Pelletier, Jersey City; C. E. Patterson, Pittsburg; H. B. 
Eby, McKeesport; R. Dalton, Trenton; J. L. McMahon, New York; J. 
Baum, New York. T. M. Brown, transferred to Homestead from Mc- 
Keesport; Freehold made an independent district, and J. F. DeRoche, 
assistant manager, has been advanced to the managership. 


—It would appear that the struggle for industrial supremacy on the 
highest record for the Colonial managers lies between L. S. Brown of 
McKeesport and W. J. Burn of Brooklyn. Each staff has resolved on 
leadership; nevertheless, the five-time winner, Manager Janson of Will- 
iamsburg, and Manager McLeod of Pittsburg have by no means relin- 
quished the idea of first place. In any event, it is certain there will be 
the keenest rivalry, particularly between the Eastern and Western 
sections. 

—The White Banner contest of the Colonial is one which always ex- 
cites the sharpest competition. It not only involves leadership on the 
average per man standing for industrial increase, but carries with it a 
substantial reward. The banner now graces the McKeesport office. Man- 
ager Brown’is determined it shall remain there another six months. 
The record at this time among the leaders in this contest is as follows: 
McKeesport, L. S. Brown; Bayonne, S. Ellenbogen; Hoboken, P. M. 
Leiffer; South Philadelphia, L. Wyatt; Reading, G. Otwell. 


—P. J. Krouse, manager for the North Side district of the Metropoli- 
tan Life in Chicago, has returned from a summer spent in Europe. The 
new plan of the Metropolitan Life under which it furnishes free nurses 
for any of its industrial policyholders who may require such assistance, 
is reported as working very satisfactorily and as much appreciated by 
the policyholders. Some of the Chicago districts receive five and six 
applications a day, and the nurses report that prompt and early atten- 
tion has prevented several cases that might have developed into serious 
illness. The service is on the visiting-nurse plan, permanent nurses 
not being furnished. 

—Frank McGinness, with the Metropolitan Life for fifteen years as 
superintendent at DuBois, Oil City, Williamsport and Philadelphia 
(Frankford district), has been appointed superintendent of the Reading 
Mutual Life’s Philadelphia No. 1 district, comprising Frankford and 
Kensington. Mr. McGinness has a record as a large personal ordinary 
producer, and a successful organizer and manager of industrial pro- 
ducers. Charles W. Focht, for two years a leading personal producer in 
both industrial and ordinary for the Prudential at Reading, has been 
appointed assistant superintendent in the Reading district of the Read- 
ing Mutual Life. Ralph A. Smelser, for several years a successful agent 
and assistant superintendent in Philadelphia No. 4 Prudential and an 
ordinary producer of honorable mention, has been appointed superin- 
tendent of the Lancaster district for the Reading Mutual Life. 


—While attending an outing of agents of the'Allentown district of the 
Reading Mutual Life about a month ago President Rothensies made an 
offer that if every man in the company’s employ would collect 80 per 
cent of his debit he would bring them all to the home office and give 
them a banquet. He and the men kept their promises, and the banquet 
took place on October 16. In speaking of the results attained, President 
Rothensies said: ‘‘Now that you have succeeded so nobly I shall expect 
more of you every month. We expect the collections monthly to ex- 
ceed 80 per cent, and I know that you can do it. Last month you col- 
lected 96 per cent of all the business that was written in our industrial 
department, which is a remarkable showing. The Reading office is 
credited with 99 per cent; Norristown, 90 per cent; Lancaster, 100 per 
cent; Allentown, 97 per cent; York, 100 per cent; Wilmington, which is 
the largest office, 91.8 per cent, and Emaus, 80 per cent.” 
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NEW YORK SURVEYS. 


The fire which started in the five-story loft building at 387-3890 
West Broadway last Friday night was responsible for a fire and water 
damage estimated at $250,000. Five firemen were severely injured by 
the breaking loose of a high-pressure hose. Two of the men are in 
St. Vincent’s Hospital and their condition is critical. 


Andrew F. Derr has become a partner of W. D. Sammis, under 
the firm name of W. D. Sammis & Co. Mr. Derr is of the well-known 
agency firm of Thompson, Derr & Co. of Wilkesbarre, Pa. 

Chairman Charles G. Smith, of the committee on water supply, has 
advised members of the New York Board of Fire Underwriters that 
the high-pressure water system will be extended to cover the section 
below Chambers Street, east of Park Row and north of Maiden 
Lane. 


The New York Board of Fire Underwriters met last week and, 
after the routine business had been dealt with, Chairman Frank Lock 
introduced F. J. F. Stewart, the new superintendent of surveys. By 
resolution he was given the privilege of the floor at board meetings. 


William F. Ingraham has been appointed general adjuster of the 
Phoenix of London, to succeed Donald Brown. Mr. Ingraham has 
been the company’s New Jersey special agent for some years. 

The General Adjustment Company appears to be gaining ground in 
obtaining assignments for city losses, to the exclusion of the regular 
adjusters for companies. It is understood two of the millionaire city 
companies now use this company in preference to their own repre- 
sentatives as heretofore. 

It is more than likely that the conflict between the Exchange and 
Kelly & Fuller will be settled by a surrender on the part of the firm. 
The conference between the Fire Association of Philadelphia and the 
arbitration committee took place last week, when the whole ground 
of the controversy was gone over and the arbitration committee re- 
affirmed its former action, charging Kelly & Fuller with violation of 
the rules, “on information and belief,” in payment of excess commis- 
sion, and demanding an examination of the books of the firm. The 
evidence that this examination had been refused was too strong to be 
questioned by the Fire Association, and the representative of that 
company plainly stated that their agents should obey the rules of the 
Exchange. Subsequently Kelly & Fuller announced a willingness to 
submit to the request of the committee and, as soon as the authorities 
previously employed had completed another task, it was understood 
the examination of the Kelly & Fuller briefs would proceed. This is 
the substance of the information from a source friendly to the firm, 
and it is regarded as a satisfactory solution of what threatened to be a 
troublesome case. The question was met with great firmness by the 
leading members of the Exchange; and,as it seemed to involve an 
issue of veracity, it now appears as if the matter was settled in favor 
of the Exchange. 


The rates in the cabinets show many changes of late, and generally 
upward. This is the result of changes in the risks discovered by 
actual surveys, and prove rather the efficiency of the Exchange inspec- 
tions than a desire to increase rates. The public is gradually becoming 
accustomed to the application of schedule charges to all sorts of 
conditions, and any change in the hazard is sure to be followed by 
changes in rates. It is, however, to a large extent, true that an in- 
crease in hazard is unknown to the underwriters until long after it 
actually occurs, while the omnipresent broker is invariably alert when- 
ever the newly-closed stairway or wire-glass window, or any other 
trifling improvement, calls for a reduction. The reductions are always 
prompt, but the additional charges move slowly. 

In the address last week, before the insurance class of the New 
York University, by Willis O. Robb, secretary of the committee on 
losses and adjustments, and which was also read before the Insurance 
Society on Tuesday evening last, some sharp truths were stated in 
relation to fraudulent losses. He said that not over ten per cent of 


the whole number were really fraudulent, and a still less per cent 
suspicious as to the immediate origin of the fires in this city. Often 
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the frauds were in the inventories and bookkeeping, and were dis- 
coverable. The claimants who had, by design or otherwise, lost 
their risks were difficult customers to deal with, and he gave a hard 
rap to so-called reputable merchants who furnished untruthful in- 
voices after fires, to assist their customers to collect excessive claims. 


The change in the agency of the California Insurance Company, 
announced for November 1, is one that was referred to last week as 
impending. 

The city loss record continues favorable in comparison with last 
year, and, as one official expressed it, “If the companies can hold their 
own from now onward to the new year, they will have made a good 
profit on the year’s business. 

There is some criticism upon the order of Chief Croker practically 
withdrawing the steamer engines from service in the district protected 
by the high-pressure service. The experience in West Broadway last 
Friday night was an illustration of what may happen again with an 
unnecessary flood of water, as well as danger to the firemen. It is, 
however, undoubtedly true that the firemen are becoming more 
familiar with the powerful force of the high-pressure service, and are 
able to manage it with more success than formerly. The underwriters 
are satisfied that the water loss is increased by the failure to turn off 
the streams after the fire is extinguished. They find that nominally 
trifling fires produce large losses through the excess of water damage. 

We are informed that the manager of the Exchange is now en- 
gaged with his assistants in preparing some suggestions for amending 
the rate schedule, so as to harmonize the rates on fireproof and non- 
fireproof risks. The apparent inconsistencies in the past have created 
dissatisfaction, and sometimes the specific charges for construction 
defects have been larger in fireproof than in the non-fireproof class. 
It was largely on these differences that the sub-committee of experts, 
who worked on the subject for nine months, finally disagreed. The 
Exchange special committee will be called together as soon as the 
manager is ready to report. 


CHICAGO AND THE WEST. 


Edward T. Campbell, president of the American Central of St. 
Louis, will address the Fire Insurance Club of Chicago at the board 
rooms on the evening of October 26, on “The Financial Side of the 
Insurance Business.” 


The directors of the Calumet Fire of Illinois have voted to increase 
the capital stock from $200,000 to $300,000 in December. The addi- 
tional thousand shares are to be sold at $250, adding $150,000 to the 
surplus. 


Members of the Western Union are voting on a proposed amend- 
ment to the rules to make more clear and unmistakable the provision 
that the application of the rules is suspended in States where their en- 
forcement would be contrary to law. The existing rule is to be 
amended to make this plain, and will have added to it “nor shall any 
rule herein contained be enforced in any State where the enforce- 
ment thereof would violate the law of such State as now existing or 
as may be hereafter enacted.” As soon as this amendment has been 
voted upon, the revised book of union rules will be issued. 

Objection has been made to a rent and rental value form in general 
use in St. Louis, which is being adopted with more or less liberal 
provisions in other large cities. The form includes operating ex- 
penses and taxes as part of the rental value of the building, and 
makes the policy a valued one whether the building is vacant or 
occupied. In addition, there is no monthly apportionment of lia- 
bility, or in lieu thereof coinsurance to apply on annual rentals or 
rental values. Companies are asked to express their opinion as to 
the advisability of passing such provisions. 

There is much difference of opinion in the West as to the advisa- 
bility of the immediate contest of the Kansas rate-regulation law 
decided upon by the Hartford companies. Some of the Western 
managers of those companies do not agree with their home offices 
in the matter. It is generally conceded that the constitutionality of 
the Kansas law should be tested sooner or later in order to discour- 
age the enactment of similar measures by other States if its consti- 
tutionality can be successfully attacked. The Western opinion, how- 
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ever, is that it would be better to defer legal action until the practi- 
cal operations of the measure can be thoroughly tested. 

An attorney representing L. M. Fairbanks, the controlling owner 
of the Illinois National Fire of Decatur, now in the hands of a re- 
ceiver, intimates that Mr. Fairbanks proposes to give his personal 
five per cent notes in settlement of valid claims. It is known, how- 
ever, that he will contest most of the surplus-line claims. 

Joseph Schuh, placing clerk for one of the largest offices in Chi- 
cago, died suddenly last week from pneumonia. 

A rate of thirty cents has been made by the Chicago Board of 
Underwriters on the new Hotel La Salle. The contents has been 
rated at eighty cents. 

Charles R. McCabe, Jr., has been appointed assistant special agent 
in Illinois for the Michigan Commercial, the Boston, and the Old 
Colony. Mr. McCabe was formerly with Montgomery & Funk- 
hauser of Chicago. 

The following traction committee has been appointed by President 
Lenehan of the Western Union: F. S. James & Co., Cofran & Dugan, 
H. C. Eddy, Law Bros., and W. H. Sage. 

Fire Marshal Purtell of Wisconsin has issued a letter to Mayors 
and common councils, calling their attention to the fire waste, and 
urging their co-operation for better construction and fire protection. 





BOSTON AND VICINITY. 


Everett C. Benton, Edward C. Brush and Alfred M. Bullard have 
been elected to the rating committee of the New England Insurance 
Exchange. 

Much regret is expressed at the death, the past week, of Andrew P. 
Fisher, a prominent insurance broker of East Boston. 

At the last meeting of the New England Insurance Exchange the 
executive committee submitted the following report on the subrogation 
waiver clause: 

The executive committee does not feel it within their province to 
pass upon the legality of any clause submitted, but rules that any 
clause having to do with the possible subrogation waiver is provided 
for by an additional charge of not less than ten (10) per cent. 

Secretary Cabot, of the Boston Board of Fire Underwriters, is 
preparing data, to be used in the Boston 1815 exhibition at Copley 
Square. Among them is a comparative showing of the fire losses in 
Boston, Mass., and Birmingham, England, the figures of the latter 
city being for 1904, and for Boston, 1905. The area of the two cities 
is as follows: Boston, 37.04 square miles; Birmingham, 20 square 
miles. Population, Boston, 593,598; Birmingham, 550,000; actual loss, 
Boston, $2,143,031; Birmingham, $226,506; fires per 1090 population, 
Boston, 3.62; Birmingham, 1.01; loss per capita, Boston, 3.61; Bir- 
mingham, .4I1. 

William B. Medlicott, special agent of the Atlas of London in 
Boston and New York, delivered the first of the season’s lectures in 
the course on fire insurance at the Boston Y. M. C. A. The lecture 
was on the San Francisco earthquake and fire, and was copiously il- 
lustrated. 

In the Boston Insurance Library course of lectures for the coming 
season the following are announced: “Libraries and Their Uses,” 
by Henry E. Hess, now of New York, founder of the Boston Li- 
brary; “Several Forms of Policies Used in New England,” by F. W. 
Brown, attorney, Boston; “Wireless Telegraphy,” by John Stone of 
Boston; “New York High Service System,” by A. C. Patton. 

John B. Dacey has been appointed special agent for the Boston 
suburban district of the Boston and the Old Colony. 


NOTES FROM PHILADELPHIA. 


A charter has been granted by the State of Pennsylvania to the 
Mann Insurance Agency, Coudersport, capital $8000, and to the Hotel 
Mutual Fire of Philadelphia. 

The recent decision of the Philadelphia Fire Underwriters Associa- 
tion, to make a charge of $10 for brokers’ certificates issued on and 
after October 1, 1909, is meeting with considerable opposition among 
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the brokers, because the payment of the fee carries with it no privi- 
leges, and some are demanding that in consideration of the charge 
they be furnished each morning with a copy of the bulletin. 


The agency and brokerage firm of Phillips & Shearer dissolved 
partnership on October 1. Moro Phillips has associated himself with 
the Henry W. Brown & Co. agency, and G. H. Shearer, Jr., with that 
of Williams & Lycett. 

A charter has been granted at Harrisburg to the Realty Mutual Fire 
of this city. The incorporators are: Dr. G. W. Geasey, president; 
M. B. Severen, vice-president; W. T. D. McDonnell, treasurer; Harry 
R. Toubner, secretary; F. W. Neff, Frank A. Orton and Lewis C. 
Switzer, all of this city. 

The Pennsylvania Insurance Department has granted permission to 
the promoters of the George Washington Fire to organize it on a 
stock basis, with $100,000 capital and a sufficient surplus, instead of 
with a $100,000 guaranty fund. 

The Right Rev. William Hobart Hare, Bishop of the Protestant 
Episcopal Diocese of South Dakota, who died at Atlantic City on 
Saturday last, after an illness of several months, was the brother of 
R. Emmott Hare of the prominent Philadelphia insurance firm of 
Hare & Chase. He is missed by a host of friends in this city, where 
he spent many years of his distinguished career. 


Local agents and managers here are at a loss to understand why 
the insurance business is so decidedly dull, when reports from nearly 
every other line speak either of a boom in full swing, or of a marked 
improvement. In this connection a prominent company official says 
that the tendency toward lower rates, which has been noticed for 
many months past, together with the horizontal reductions of the 
conflagration charges in the congested district made last month, have 
brought about such a shrinkage of premiums on existing policies and 
their renewals that the natural increase in business, which is really 
smaller than had been expected, is swallowed up. 

The most important local agency change which has been an- 
nounced in this city for many a day is the one which will occur on 
Monday next, when the long-established firm of Alex. W. Wister & 
Son succeeds Marcus Katz & Son as second agents of the Liverpool 
and London and Globe. 

In connection with the application for a charter for the Fire In- 
surance Society of Philadelphia, which the members at the October 
meeting voted for unanimously, some have suggested that it be made 
in the name of the Insurance Society of Philadelphia. 


Billington, Hutchinson & Co. have been appointed general agents 
for the Farmers and Merchants of Lincoln, Neb., for Pennsylvania, 
New Jersey and New York (outside of the Metropolitan district). 


The following item appeared in a local paper last week: 

Officials interested in another Philadelphia fire insurance company 
have made private offers of $87 a share for Franklin Fire Insurance 
Company stock, the par value of which is $25. Up to the present time 
it is understood that not much stock has been acquired. 


If there is anything in the story, insurance men here, who know 


’ about how much of the stock of the “Franklin” is held by certain 


individuals, feel that any effort by outsiders to secure control of the 
company would be wasted at the present time. 





THE MIDDLE STATES. 


Northern Assurance Company. 


The fieldmen of the Eastern and Southern departments of the Northern 
Assurance Company of London held a meeting in New York this week 
to exchange views and talk Northern from every side. Those present 
were Geo. Tallman for New England, Newton M. Smith for Texas, Edw. 
R. Buhler for New Jersey, Pennsylvania and Delaware, F. C. Calkins 
for South Carolina, Florida, Alabama, Mississippi and Louisiana, and 
Barton VanNess for District of Columbia, Maryland, Virginia and North 
Carolina. It was an enjoyable and profitable meeting. 





Royal Field Men. 

The semi-annual meeting of the field men of the New York department 
of the Royal Insurance Company was held October 21, with the following 
in attendance: J. M. Daggett of Albany, H. S. Visscher of Rochester, 
James Keeley of New York city, John M. Price of Patchogue, N. Y.; 
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John Tenney, Jr., Newark; P. G. Farquharson, Philadelphia; Daniel Z. 
Walker, Allentown; F. K. Patterson, Pittsburg; W. E. Tyson, Pittsburg; 
W. H. Gibson, Centreville, Md.; Wm. C. Poe, Jr., Baltimore. Company 
matters were discussed and an interesting and instructive meeting con- 
cluded with a banquet at the Hotel Astor. Owing to the enlarged field 
now covered by this department, the attendance was correspondingly 
better. These meetings of field men are becoming more and more in 
vogue, and are doubtless of decided value. 





Liverpool and London and Globe Meeting. 


The annual meeting of the field men of the Liverpool and London and 
Globe reporting to the New York office, embracing the territory from 
Maine to Georgia and east of Illinois and Mississippi, was held in New 
York, October 21 and 22. Those present were: E. S. Anderson, F. W. 
Bauer, Harold Haskins, C. B. Corry, J. M. De Camp, A. L. De Rosset, Jr., 
C. R. Dey, F. M. Fairchild, C. F. Hawes, Wm. F. Hoyt, J. A. Pulsford, 
Frank Ritchie, H. E. Reisinger, F. G. Snyder, J. H. Vreeland. It was 
altogether a company meeting to discuss field matters, exchange expe- 
riences and suggest helpful methods for the conduct of the business. 
These meetings have a beneficial effect alike to the company and its 
representatives, augmenting as they do the esprit de corps in the ranks, 
and the present one was productive of much good to all in attendance. 
A banquet at the Larchmont Club was a feature. 





New York Insurance Department Investigates Co-operative 
Fire Companies. 


A portion of a statement concerning co-operative fire insurance com- 
panies, made by the New York Insurance Department, is presented 
herewith: 


The Insurance Department has for the past two months been making an in- 
vestigation of co-operative fire insurance as conducted in this State. Such in- 
vestigation was made possible by the enactment by the last legislature of a law 
which permits the Superintendent of Insurance to apply to court for possession and 
liquidation of any domestic insurance corporation which shall refuse to submit its 
records or affairs to the inspection of the Department. Prior to this time co- 
operative fire insurance associations, though organized and authorized to do 
business under Articles IX. and X. of the insurance law, have filed their reports, 
not with the Insurance Department, but with the Secretary of State and the 
county clerks, and have been under no supervision whatever. Paes 

The investigation thus far has consisted in the examination of a number of the 
larger of these associations, particularly those which charge an advance premium 
and whose methods of business approximate in some particulars to the methods 
of stock fire insurance companies. There are about sixty such associations do- 
ing business in the State, some of them confining themselves to but two or three 
counties, and one doing business in twenty-seven counties. There are also 110 
associations, including the so-called grange and town associations, a majority of 
which make an assessment at the end of the fiscal year to cover losses and 
expenses during that year, and which do largely a local business, limiting it in 
most cases to farm property. These associations have been requested to file 
statements with the Department in answer to questions intended to develop their 
condition and methods of doing business. About sixty have already filed these 
statements. It is thought, therefore, that the Department. will shortly be able 
to advise the public as to the financial standing and reliability of all co-operative 
fire insurance associations. A : ; 

Investigation has also resulted in the Department taking f gen ae of eight 
of these associations, seven doing business from Syracuse and one from Roches- 
ter, in which cases assessments are now being levied to meet unpaid loss claims; 
in the Department ordering three others to levy assessments forthwith, and in in- 
structions to others to modify in different particulars their methods of doing 

siness. anh 
ao of examinations which have been made of associations that are now 
being liquidated by the Department, examinations have also been made of twenty 
associations. * * * , P i 

It is expected that those portions of the State insurance law under which co- 
rative fire insurance associations now operate will be considerably strength- 


e . . 
M8 by legislation at the coming session of the legislature. 


ened 





—Edward A, Gillett, treasurer of the Board of Education and a prominent in- 
surance agent of Watkins, N. Y., committed suicide last week by shooting him- 
self. 

—H. H. Rimington of Philadelphia has been appointed general agent of the 
Farmers and Merchants of Lincoln, Neb., for Pennsylvania and other Eastern 
States. 

—The Allegheny Fire has reinsured its business in Ohio, Michigan and 
Illinois in the Insurance Company of the State of Illinois, and will hereafter 
confine its operations to the State of Pennsylvania. 

—A syndicate of Scranton, Pa., capitalists, headed by ex-Lieutenant-Governor 
Louis A. Waters, have planned the formation of a new stock fire company to 
have a combined capital stock and surplus of $1,500,000. 

—District Attorney Widener of Rochester, N. Y., has announced that he will 
move for immediate action in the “pink-slip’’ indictments, wherein six of the 
prominent local agents were indicted for conspiracy to boost the fire insurance 
rates in Rochester. 

—A severe conflagration hazard exists in Buffalo, N. Y., according to the 
report of the engineers of the National Board’s committee on fire prevention. 
Structural weaknesses in the congested-value district, together with narrow 
streets and the frequent high-wind velocities, are the conditions. 

—Demetro Zerna, alias Luigi Fogia of Kingston, N. Y., was recently con- 
victed of arson in the first degree in setting fire to the home of John S. Lowry, 
a superintendent for the Ashokan dam contractors. He was sentenced to not less 


than twelve years, nor more than fifteen years, in Danemora prison. 
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THE NEW ENGLAND FIELD. 





Meeting of Massachusetts Agents. 


The New Bedford Board of Fire Underwriters entertained the Massa- 
chusetts Association of Local Fire Insurance Agents at New Bedford 
Friday, October 22. There was a large attendance of representative 
agents from all over the State, and resolutions were adopted heartily 
endorsing the action of the National Association in connection with 
the proposition to remove the control of rating of traction lines from its 
present channels, and pledging its support to the National Association 
in its efforts to maintain and protect the present American agency 
system, favoring the adoption of uniform blanks by the companies in 
order to effect economies in the conduct of local agencies and approving 
the efforts of the National Association toward creating proper standards 
ef qualification for agency appointment. The following officers were 
clected: President, Clifton H. Cornish, New Bedford; secretary-treas- 
urer, C. B. Russell, Marlboro; vice-presidents, Wm. Gilmour, Boston; 
E. P. Ingraham, Worcester; T. H. Raymond, Cambridge; A. C. E. 
Stimson, Greenfield; J. M. Stevenson, Pittsfield. Executive Committee— 
F. S. Hamlin, Haverhill; Clarence C. Puffer, Brockton; Oliver Walker, 
Northampton; Alfred H. Nash, Abington; G. H. Pendergast, Charles- 
town; Chas. F. Wilson, Fitchburg; W. B. M. Chace, Fall River. It was 
voted to hold the next annual meeting in Boston. 





—William P. Carr of Portland, Maine, special agent for Maine, New Hamp- 
shire and Vermont, has been appointed agency superintendent of the Hartford 
lire for New England. 

—The Sun of New Orleans has withdrawn its application for admission to 
Connecticut, owing to the workings of the reciprocal law, which requires the 
same license fee from Louisiana companies entering Connecticut as Louisiana 
requires of Connecticut companies entering Louisiana. Under the law the 
license fee is $300. 





THE WEST. 


Quincy Hearing Develops New and Valuable Ideas. 


The commission appointed by Governor Deneen of Illinois to inquire 
into the advisability of the State undertaking the regulation of fire in- 
surance rates closed its sessions last week at Quincy, IIll., to meet in 
Chicago, November 10. The line of evidence secured at Quincy was con- 
structive and thoughtful, valuable ideas being brought out as to the 
duty of the citizen to reduce rates by lessening losses through better 
ecnstruction, greater care and more individual responsibility. 

Most of the witnesses said they would be satisfied with any rate if 
they were sure they were not being gouged and that no favoritism was 
being shown. : 

E. J. Parker, president of the State Savings Loan and Trust Company, 
stated that sound underwriting was the basis of all business and that 
banking could not be carried on without it. Mr. Parker held that the 
fire insurance business should be carefully supervised, but that the State 
should not undertake to make rates, leaving that to the operation of the 
natural laws of business. 

Altogether, the line of evidence was in the direction of other methods 
by which rates might be reduced than the dictum of the law, and sugges- 
tions were made of the danger involved in the propesed change from the 
individualistic to the paternal theory of government. 





Building Codes Needed in Iowa. 


[FRoM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT. ] 


There are evidences that the crusade of Des Moines fire insurance 
men against the erection in Des Moines of many big buildings with no 
attention to fireproof qualities will bear fruit. Des Moines is growing 
at an amazing rate, but insurance men are pointing out that some of the 
big downtown buildings are veritable fire traps, and are urging the need 
of a strict building code. One new building, a handsome new $100,000 
theater, was openly pointed out as of beautiful exterior with a ‘‘lumber- 
yard” interior. The city council has agreed to see what can be done in 
the way of a building code, but, according to members of that body, 
Iowa statutes do not permit a city to employ a building inspector or 
establish a builders’ code. An effort to obtain a law along this line was 
made unsuccessfully some years ago, and it is certain that it will be 
made again when the coming legislature meets. 

Since Des Moines dispensed with a fire marshal some months ago it 
has been the duty of the fire chief to see that new structures comply 
with the fire regulations, but when it comes to saying of what material 
a building shall be constructed on the inside he is said to be powerless. 
But the insurance men are working up a sentiment, and this in itself, 
it is thought, will have good effect upon new buildings. It is shown that 
one big building here, which is to be occupied almost exclusively by in- 
surance companies, is far from being of fireproof construction. 


In the meantime Sioux City is undergoing a similar crusade. Alder- 
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man D. E. Kerby, chairman of the fire committee of the city council 
there, has set to work to secure a rigid building ordinance, with a 
building inspector to see that it is enforced, and it will be determined 
later whether the contention of the Des Moines councilmen that such 


cannot be done under the Iowa statutes is tenable. Anyway, Alderman 
Kerby has taken preliminary steps, and the result is being watched with 
interest in all cities of the State. 

The Druggists Mutual Insurance Company has filed articles of incor- 
poration with the Secretary of State following the approval of those 
articles by the State Insurance Department. Al Falkenhainer of Algona 
is the prime mover, and the incorporators include a number of leading 
druggists of the State. The company will insure against fire and other 
losses. 


Des Moines, October 21. HAWKEYE. 





Ohio Items. 
[FRomM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT. ] 


E. U. Richards, engineer of the Ohio Inspection Bureau, gave the 
judiciary committee of the city council of Columbus some information at 
a meeting a few days ago that should result in a number of improve- 
ments. He said that the city should now be advanced from class 2% to 
class 2, as the improvements made would entitle it to that position and 
to a reduction in rates of from four to six per cent. However, he ad- 
vised that a few more improvements be made and have the advance to 
class 14% made. To accomplish this it would be necessary to enact 
ordinances prohibiting the use and storage of fireworks, regulating the 
storage of inflammable materials, and close supervision of moving-pic- 
ture shows. In addition, the fire mains would have to be extended to 
the city limits. There are now measures before the city council to 
abolish the sale and use of fireworks, and for the regulation of moving- 
picture shows. Whether the city will take care of the water mains or 
not remains to be seen. 

Superintendent of Insurance C. C. Lemert has issued an order to the 
Springfield Underwriters Mutual Fire Insurance Company to cease writ- 
ing business until an impairment of its reinsurance reserve is made 
good. An examination made by representatives of the State Department 
shows that its liabilities exceed the assets by $17,008. Mr. Lemert has 
instructed the company to make an assessment on its policyholders, to 
be paid in by December 1, 1909, to make good the impairment of the re- 
insurance reserve to the amount of $17,008. N. H. Fairbanks is the 
president of the company. 

Frank Schofield of Ashley has been found guilty of arson, and sen- 
tenced to the Mansfield reformatory. The charge against him was 
burning his home, and, after collecting the insurance, departing for 
parts unknown. He was located in Kansas and brought back. 

It is believed that the Royal and the Home will arrange their affairs 
in such a manner as to work in harmony with the Exchange at Cleve- 
land. Representatives of the companies came to Cleveland last week 
to confer in regard to the matter. 

William M. Hiltabidle, general manager of the Akron Mutual Fire 
Insurance Company, Akron, which was suspended on order of Superin- 
tendent of Insurance C. C. Lemert, states that there is no cause for 
alarm on the part of the policyholders, and that as soon as an assessment 
not to exceed forty per cent is made business will be continued as usual. 
In a statement made the latter part of the week, the company attributes 
its condition to excessive fire losses. 

The Cincinnati Fire Underwriters Club has formulated a reply to the 
report of the engineers of the National Board of Fire Underwriters, who 
recently completed an inspection of Cincinnati. It will show that many 
of the points criticised have been corrected and suggested improvements 
made. Among other things, the new building code, which was approved 
by the engineers, has been adopted and is now in force; the waterworks 
system has been improved, and other things have been done to place the 
city in a better position from the underwriters’ standpoint. In the re- 
port made by the engineers these things seemed to have escaped notice. 

On Thursday morning of last week a fire occurred at Dayton which re- 
sulted in a loss of something like $750,000. It started in the paint de- 
partment of the Dayton Computing Scale Company, and was seemingly 
beyond control before the department could get to work on it. In addi- 
tion to the scale plant, the freight depot of the Big Four Railroad and 
several other buildings and plants were burned. The loss may be 
smaller than first estimated, but at best will be very heavy. The in- 
surance loss will be somewhat in proportion to the fire loss. 

The Ohio Supreme Court has rendered a decision in the case of the 
Erie Brewing Company and Bridget Cullen against the Ohio Farmers 
Insurance Company to the effect that a mortgage clause attached to a 
policy when executed does not mean that the policy is assigned to the 
mortgagee. Bridget Cullen owned a boarding house and saloon at Ash- 
tabula, on which she had insurance. The property was destroyed by fire 
and the settlement was made by arbitrators without notifying the Erie 
picts Company, which held a mortgage on it. The syllabus was a3 
ollows: 

“A mortgage clause attached to a fire insurance policy at the time the 
same is executed, which clause makes the loss, if any, under the policy 
payable to the mortgagee as his interest may appear is not an assign- 
ment of the policy to such mortgagee, and, in the absence of fraud or 
collusion, he is bound by the award of the appraisers provided for and 
required by the terms of the policy in the event of a disagreement be- 
tween the insured and the insurance company as to the amount of the 
loss, although the mortgagee was not a party to and had no notice of the 
appraisement and award.”’ 

Dr. Valentine Braun, senior member of the firm of Braun, Torgler & 
Co., fire insurance agents at Toledo, died last Tuesday at his home in 
one city at. the age of eighty years, being one of the oldest agents in the 
State. 

Attorney-General Denman has rendered an opinion to the Insurance 
Department to the effect that insurance companies may not invest their 
reserves in first mortgages on property in restricted residence districts. 
He holds that while restrictions may enhance the value of the property 
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for a time, they may, on the other hand, depreciate the value during the 
life of the mortgage. 

From all indications now, the Cleveland Fire Insurance Exchange will 
have no further trouble with large companies outside the organization. 
Arrangements have been made which are mutually agreeable to all, 
and the Home, Royal and other companies which have been operating 
on the outside have agreed that their agents shall become members. 
The rules have been so amended that the Exchange will have nothing to 
do with rates. 

Cleveland, October 23. O. M. C. 





Conditions at Des Moines. 


[FRom OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT. ] 


The agitation for a new building code in Des Moines has resulted in a 
general awakening to the fact that Iowa needs not only a fire-marshal 
law, but a statute that will permit the city regulation of the material 
that is put into a business block within the congested business districts 
of the cities. Within the past week the announcement was made that 
the Concordia of Milwaukee has restricted its liabilities within the down- 
town districts of Des Moines, and it is anticipated that similar action 
will be taken by other companies. 

In the meantime, Fire Chief Burnett, who is building inspector under 
the Des Moines ordinances, has taken numerous shots at the construc- 
tion of new buildings, while L. W. Ainsworth, manager for the Western 
Union Telegraph Company, has issued a statement declaring that the 
business district of the city of Des Moines is better safeguarded from 
fires in the way of fire-alarm boxes than any city in the country. Mr. 
Ainsworth declares that there are over 300 fire-alarm boxes in the busi- 
ness and factory districts, which are used as patrol boxes and from 
which reports are made every minute throughout the night. He also 
calls attention to automatic sprinklers in most of the big downtown 
stores. 

J. W. Warnshuis, president of the Iowa Fire Prevention Association, 
and J. D. Carpenter, chairman of the inspection committee, asked City 
Solicitor Brennan for an opinion as to the Iowa statute on building in- 
spectors. Mr. Brennan held that there is no State building code, and 
said that a building inspector could enforce the city ordinances only. 

The fire department has begun a rigorous inspection of the buildings 
of the city, particularly as to fire escapes and water connections. The 
East Des Moines business district was first taken up. Many improve- 
ments were recommended to be made at once. 

The Atlas Fire of Des Moines has appointed C. A. Salle special agent, 
with headquarters at Kansas City. 

The question whether or not a high winter wind can be classed as a 
tornado has been raised in a suit started by C. E. Jordan against the 
Iowa Tornado Insurance Company in the courts at Osage. Jordan seeks 
to collect insurance on twenty head of cattle killed in a heavy sleet and 
ice storm last winter. The insurance company claims that it insured 
against tornadoes only, and Jordan asserts that the high wind drove his 
cattle into exposed places and resulted in their death. The question has 
never before been raised in an Iowa court, it is said. 


Des Moines, October 23. HAWKEYE. 





State and Special Agency Appointments and Changes. 


Security, New Haven.—J. L. Criley, resigned as special agent for Iowa and 
Nebraska. 

Shawnee Fire.—George M. Scott, resigned as special agent for Nebraska and 
Towa; R. C. Hosmer, resigned as special agent in Northern Illinois, Wisconsin 
and Minnesota, to go with the Equitable Fire and Marine, succeeding W. 
Munns, transferred to New York. 

Wm. E. Rollo & Son.—Special agency field reorganized as follows: Howard 
Hudler, who had Michigan, Minnesota and Wisconsin, taking Ohio and Michigan, 
while H. B. Doten, who had Illinois and Ohio, takes Illinois, Minnesota and 
Wisconsin. 

State Fire, Omaha.—H. J. Lund, 
into the real estate business. 

Insurance Company of State of Illinois——-Thomas C. Parsons, assistant secre- 
tary of Allegheny Fire, appointed special agent in Ohio. 

Security, New Haven.—J. W. Norris, special agent of Columbia Fire of Dayton, 
appointed special agent of Security, with headquartes at Columbus. 

Monongahela.—Fish & Schulkamp, Madison, Wis., State agents for Wiscon- 
sin. E. M. Davis of St. Louis, State agent for Missouri. L. D. Arnold, Little 
Rock, Ark., for Arkansas. 

Royal.—George M. Scott, special agent for Colorado and Wyoming, with head- 
quarters at Denver. 


resigned as Kansas State agent to go 








—The local agents at Ladysmith, Wis., are in the throes of a rate war. 


—H. T. Sperry, for thirty-one years a local agent at Champayn, IIl., died 
recently at Denver of pneumonia, aged seventy-two years. 

—Insurance Superintendent Kennish of Missouri has resigned as of October 31. 
Frank Blake, former Assistant Attorney-General, may succeed Mr. Kennish. 

—Valentine Braun, senior member of the Toledo firm of Braun, Torghi & Co., 
died recently. He was eighty years old, and was the oldest fire underwriter in 
Toledo. 

—The St. Louis Fire has called a special meeting of stockholders for December 

3 to vote on an amendment of the charter to enable the company to do an in- 
land marine business. 

—The Ohio Field Club has elected the following named officers for the ensuing 
year: President, W. H. Clemens; vice-president, Hugh L. Meek; secretary and 
treasurer, Noel C. Rowland. 

—Marshal T. Jamison has resigned as special agent and adjuster of the Ferris- 
Conoway-Selbach agency at Denver, Col., to enter the field as an independent 
adjuster, with headquarters at Ogden. 

—J. H. Hillard of Pipestone, S. D., was arrested last week by State Fire 
Marshal Craft on a charge of setting fire to his business place at Howard. He 
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pleaded guilty and was sentenced for four years and six months in the peni- 
tentiary. 

—A meeting has been called to be held in Detroit, November 1, to form an 
organization similar to the Ohio League. The association will have nothing to 
do with rates, devoting itself to fire protection and fire prevention. 


—The annual report of the Illinois Central Railroad Company shows the details 
of its operations for its fire insurance fund for the year ended June 30, 1909. The 
amount at credit of fund on June 30, 1908, was $2,032,126, and on June 30, 1909, 
$2,009,655. 

—Public Examiner Anton Schaefer, in a report to the Governor of Minnesota, 
attacks the right of the State to levy a tax of one-fourth of one per cent on the 
premiums collected by fire insurance companies for the support of the Fire 
Marshal’s office and their limiting the amount of money the Fire Marshal can 
expend. 

~The Insurance Field is sponsor for the statement that the police in Illinois 
are seeking Percy B. Sullivan, formerly manager of the defunct Illinois National 
Tire and the promoter of the new Assured’s National Mutual Fire of Decatur. 
It is supposed that he is wanted in connection with certain happenings in 
Louisiana several years ago. 

—The Des Moines (Iowa) school board, upon a tie vote, defeated the proposi- 
tion to carry its own insurance upon the school houses of the city. However, it 
was decided to cut down the insurance and the buildings will be appraised; 
fifty-five of them will be insured on one-third of the appraised value and the 
high school upon forty per cent. 

—The Northwestern University of Evanston, IIl., has opened an insurance 
course in connection with its School of Commerce. ‘The fire insurance course 
deals with its economic aspects, the reason for its existence and its relation with 
other branches of business. Special attention is given to inspection methods, 
lines, rates and schedules and to the discussion of the policy which is most 
widely accepted as standard. 

—Judge Weir of Indianapolis has dismissed the contempt proceedings brought 
by Attorney-General Bingham against E. M. Sellers of the Indiana Inspection 
Bureau; T. S. McMurray, Jr., of the Indianapolis Inspection Bureau, and James 
M. McBeth, president of the Indiana State Board. The decision permits the 
raters to continue their work along the lines of the agreement reached before the 
anti-trust proceedings were instituted. 

—George R. Crosley, special agent for the British America and the Western of 
Toronto, has been elected first president of the Wisconsin Fire Prevention 
Association. George B. Gray, special agent for the Continental and Fidelity, was 
made vice-president, and W. E. McCullough, special agent of the O. E. Kemp 
general agency of the Reliance, is secretary and treasurer. Forty-two Wisconsin 
field men form the charter membership of the club, which will be increased to 
one hundred by January 1. 





THE SOUTH. 


—The Mississippi Fire Underwriters Association is advocating the passage of a 
deposit law in that State. 

—O. A. Gentry has resigned as special agent of the Florida Home for Georgia 
and Florida, to go into the local agency business at Eastman, Ga. 

—It is unofficially announced that the Louisiana Fire Prevention Bureau 
would reduce rates in New Orleans twenty-five per cent on January 1 in the 
congested district. 

—The Fire Insurance Club of Memphis has been organized, with Walter D. 
Willis, president; John Kelly, vice-president; John De Graffenrud, secretary; 
Robert Morrow, recorder. 

—The Girard Fire and Marine has arranged to enter Tennessee, and the State 
will be supervised by the general agency of G. L. Meyers & Co. of Memphis, 
who represent the company in Arkansas. 

—Frank T. Evans of Jacksonville, Fla., has been appointed Florida special 
agent of the Commercial Union, North British and Mercantile, Caledonian and 
the Westchester. He succeeds E. R. Schoen. 

—C. B. Roulet of Dallas, Tex., for several years secretary of the Texas Fire 
Prevention Association, has been appointed fire insurance actuary by the insur- 
ance interests, and will have charge of all revisions made necessary by the new 
State rating law. 

—Peter V. Rovianck has brought suit against R. D. Tweeddale in the Su- 
perior Court of Baltimore, on promissory notes aggregating over $54,000. It is 
alleged that the notes were given in the purchase of the America of Pittsburg. 
Mr. Rovianck was vice-president of the latter company. 

—The Supreme Court of Arkansas, having dismissed the omnibus anti-trust 
suits on the ground that each company should be sued scparately, Prosecuting 
Attorney Jeffries of Jackson county has announced his intention of proceeding 
against the companies separately, asking the same penalties. 








—An excellent plan is followed by the Insurance Department of Ohio in 
printing the insurance laws of that State. The volume not only contains a 


copious alphabetical index at the end of the book, but a running index head 
across the top of each page briefly describing the application of the laws on the 
respective pages. 


This innovation might well be imitated in other States. 
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MISCELLANEOUS FIRE NEWS. 


FIRE UNDERWRITERS’ SERVICE TO THE 
PUBLIC. 


MOST IMPORTANT BENEFITS DERIVED BY THE 
PEOPLE AT LARGE FROM THE PROTECTIVE 
WORK OF THE FIRE INSURANCE COMPANIES.— 
SOME OF THE WAYS IN WHICH THE NATION= 
AL BOARD OF FIRE UNDERWRITERS AND 
OTHER ORGANIZATIONS CONDUCT THEIR 
EDUCATIONAL CAMPAIGNS AND SECURE 
IMPROVED CONDITIONS. 


Ignorance and Carelessness of the People. 


The average citizen knows little, and, apparently, cares less, as to the 
constant drain upon the resources of the United States which is occa- 
sioned by the ravages of fire and of the means adopted to prevent or 
limit its injurious effects. 

Although the property loss by fire aggregated $1,346,002,059 in the five 
years ending with 1908, a yearly average of over $269,000,000, and al- 
though the extension of the period to ten years would show the annual 
average to exceed $200,000,000, it is probably true that nine out of ten of 
our business men have no realizing sense of the importance of this con- 
stant waste of our material resources. It is only driven home to the 
average man when he suffers a loss on his own property; and even then, 
if he is fully insured, he fails to grasp the truth that the national 
wealth has been irrecoverably reduced by the value of the property de- 
stroyed. 

One of the worst features of the excessive and growing fire waste is 
that probably more than one-half of the fires are due to preventable 
causes. In his annual address, the president of the National Board of 
Fire Underwriters took occasion to point out what appeared to him to 
be ‘fone of the most lamentable features of the fire waste problem,”’’ 
viz.: ‘‘the prevalent neglect of ordinary precautions which is so mani- 
fest in our American life.”’ He went on to say: 


If any authentic list of fire causes be examined, it will be surprising to 
note the large proportion which may properly be ascribed to careless- 
ness in its varied forms. In a list before me of 522,716 fires in the United 
States, over a period of five years, at least one-half could fairly be as- 
signed to that cause. 


Comparing records of fire losses in the United States with those in 
six European countries, it is found that. for a period of five years the per 
capita loss in Europe was 33 cents, while that in the United States was 
$3.02, or nearly ten times as much; while in thirty foreign cities the per 
capita loss was 61 cents, against a five years’ average of $3.10 in 252 
American cities. On this subject the address of a special committee of 
the National Board of Fire Underwriters before the Joint Conservation 
Conference said: 


The excessive difference between the fire waste of European countries 
and that of the United States is caused principally by 

First: The difference in the point of view and the responsibility of 
the inhabitants of Europe and those of the United States. 

Second: The difference in the construction of buildings. 

Third: The difference in the regulations governing hazards and haz- 
— materials and conditions, and in the enforcement of such regu- 
ations. 

Referring to the first mentioned cause of difference, it may be re- 
marked that in a portion of Europe a landlord is responsible to his ten- 
ants and neighbors for any fire loss due to his negligence, and tenants 
are responsible to the landlord and to their neighbors for any loss due 
to their negligence. In this country a whole city might be destroyed by 
the unmitigated carelessness of some person and there would not be the 
slightest penalty incurred. In Europe wastefulness is generally viewed 
as indefensible, and a person who has a fire is regarded in an unfriendly 
light, since he has endangered his neighbor’s property and comfort. In 
this country everybody is permitted to endanger his own and his neigh- 
bor’s property almost ad libitum, either by the absence of wholesome 
regulating ordinances cr by their non-enforcement. The reckless waste- 
fulness of our people is nowhere more apparent than in the unnecessary 
fire drain on their resources. Our people appear to have a very erroneous 
idea of fire insurance and to think that insurance payments recreate 
destroyed values; whereas the fact is that insurance companies are, in 
a sense, tax collectors and distributors of such taxes among those suf- 
fering loss by fire. 


Educational Methods of Fire Underwriters. 
Recognizing the fundamental faults which have led to the terribly 
heavy burden of the fire loss as above mentioned, as well as to the in- 
vestment of some $400,000,000 in fire departments and water supplies 
chargeable to fire service, maintained at an annual expense of over 
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$95,000,000 (as computed by the United States Geological Sur- 
yey), which, with the amount paid for premiums in excess of the sums 
paid for fire losses, made a total loss and expense in 1907 of $456,- 
486,151, the principal fire insurance companies of the country have taken 
up, and for many years have carried on, an educational movement having 
for its purpose the enlightenment of the people and the ultimate re- 
duction of the fire waste. Theoretically, it is the business of the fire in- 
surance company to insure a property as it is found, charging for the 
insurance an adequate rate of premium. Nevertheless, noting with anxiety 
the carelessness of the American people as to the rapidly increasing 
destruction of property by fire, the fire insurance companies’ officials 
have taken upon themselves the public-spirited duty of trying to stem 
the tide, and have done, and are doing, much work of a character which 
should really be done by public officials or by citizens in their individual 
capacities. Some of the lines of effort to improve conditions which have 
been adopted by the fire underwriters are mentioned or described below. 
It is true that the insurance companies are not entirely disinterested in 
conducting their campaigns for betterments; but the advantages derived 
from their endeavors by the public at large, including millions who carry 
no insurance, so far outweigh the relatively small benefits accruing to 
the companies themselves that they are entitled to be regarded as public 
benefactors. 


National Board of Fire Underwriters. 

Contrary to the general opinion, the National Board of Fire Under- 
writers has nothing whatever to do with the fixing or controlling of 
premium rates or of commissions to agents. Its chief purposes are to 
promote correct practices, repress incendiarism, gather information as 
to fires and hazards, secure the adoption of uniform and correct policy 
forms and clauses, harmonize adjustment rules, influence the introduc- 
tion of improved and safe building methods, encourage the adoption of 
fire protective measures, secure efficiency in fire departments, etc. The 
business of the Board is carried on between meetings by an executive 
committee, a general agent, and ten standing committees, which have 
charge of particular branches of its work. Among the subjects thus 
handled are those to which allusion is made below. 


Laws and Legislation. 

While the committee on laws has no desire or authority to interfere 
unduly in legislative matters, nor any means of influencing legislation 
other than cold reason, it would be the part of wisdom for legislators 
intending to enact drastic insurance laws to give this committee an op- 
portunity to be heard thereon. It is too much to expect that every mem- 
ber, or even many members, of a State legislature will have sufficient 
technical knowledge of the fire insurance business, to result in the 
formation of correct opinions as to insurance measures involving radical 
changes. Too frequently it has happened that prejudiced legislators 
have introduced and have been able to secure the enactment into laws 
of bills which impose unjust and unbearable burdens upon insurance 
companies. In some instances all the fire insurance companies have 
been forced thereby to cease business in given States. This condition of 
affairs works a great hardship, not only to the insurance companies, but 
to the citizens of the State who are obliged to forego the protection af- 
forded by fire insurance, and is made the more aggravating by the knowl- 
edge that the trouble might have been avoided had the underwriters been 
given a fair opportunity to present their views, so that the legislators 
and their constituents might have known the probable consequences of a 
too drastic statute. 


The Suppression of Arson. 

It would appear that the police and the public authorities would be 
the proper parties to secure the arrest and punishment of incendiaries; 
nevertheless, for over thirty-six years past, the committee on incen- 
diarism and arson of the National Board of Fire Underwriters has been 
offering rewards for the apprehension of incendiaries, the rewards offered 
having aggregated $1,942,075, and those paid $82,469, and 387 convictions 
having been secured. This work is distinctly advantageous to the gen- 
eral public. 


Statistics of Fires in Cities. 

The committee on statistics and origin of fires conducts yearly in- 
quiries, which result in the summarization of certain data tending to 
show the comparative standing of cities as to fire losses, and indicating 
the vulnerable points in the protection of each. This committee also 
brought about investigations as to fire loss conditions in foreign coun- 
tries by United States consular agents. 


The Committee on Fire Prevention. 

This is one of the most important factors in the National Board’s or- 
ganization, and disburses about $65,000 per annum in making thorough 
investigations of fire departments, fire alarm systems, water supplies, 
and structural, electrical and topographical conditions. 


Upwards of 870 
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cities and towns have been inspected and reported upon; and the recom- 
mendations made by the technical graduates who compose the groups of 
engineers doing this work, are well worth the consideration of city 
officials, even though the service rendered costs a city nothing. The in- 
spections are made in an unprejudiced and impartial manner, and the 
advice given is of a practical character, and well calculated to increase 
the safety of the city dealt with as a place of business and residence. 
Reinspections are made from time to time, to ascertain whether or not 
objectionable features have been eliminated and suggested improvements 
made. These inspections should be welcomed by the citizens and officials 
of any city who desire to have their municipality made as safe as pos- 
sible. In this connection it may be stated that although there existed, 
some years ago, a degree of antagonism on the part of fire department 
officials in New York city toward the fire underwriters, at the present 
time that city does not accept any hose without its being tested in the 
presence of experts, and the attendance of an expert of the National 
Board is usually requested at such tests. The high esteem in which the 
National Board’s experts are held was also indicated by the fact that a 
few years ago, following the exposure of rotten hose in use in New York 
city, when the Mayor instructed the commissioners of accounts to investi- 
gate fire department matters, the commissioners asked the fire under- 
writers to have their engineers make a thorough inspection of the fire 
department and its appliances and first report to them, which was done. 
The corps of engineers employed by the committee on fire prevention has 
earned a high reputation, and the service rendered by this committee’s 
work to the numerous cities and towns which have been inspected can 
scarcely be overestimated. It is to be hoped that the service is appre- 
ciated, and that the recommendations made by the engineers will always 
be given due consideration. 


Regulation of Dangerous Devices. 

A way in which the public is protected from accidents and fires, but 
usually without its knowledge, is through the work of the committee on 
lighting, heating and patents, of the National Board. The scope of this 
committee’s supervision is very large, and embraces coal, gasolene, 
acetylene and natural gas lighting, heating and cooking systems; those 
using oil and alcohol; moving-picture machines; dryers, brooders, in- 
cubators, etc. Rules and regulations are prepared by engineers, after 
tests and investigations, with which devices and systems of the general 
character indicated above must comply, in order to be approved for use 
on or in insured property. The manufacturers are required to live up 
to the requirements, in order that their goods may receive the approval 
of the underwriters, so that the lives and property of the whole people, 
whether insured or not, are made the more secure by the supervision 
exercised by the underwriters’ expert engineers. 


Fire Protective Apparatus. 

A separate organization, the National Fire Protection Association, 
which is affiliated with the National Board, has special jurisdiction over 
the appliances used in preventing, detecting and extinguishing fires. 
Standards have been prepared and rules promulgated relating to private 
fire departments, fire doors and shutters, fire extinguishers, signalling 
systems, hose, hydrants, fire pumps, automatic sprinklers, safety cans, 
wired glass, etc., which are accepted as authoritative and have placed 
the various kinds of apparatus upon a scientifically correct and utili- 
tarian basis, and have thus been instrumental in preventing what would 
otherwise have become serious fires or conflagrations. This branch of 
the service is, without doubt, of great general good, aside from its par- 
ticular advantage to the parties actually using the inspected and ap- 
proved apparatus. 


Electrical Installations. 

Another body closely affiliated with the National Board of Fire Under- 
writers is styled the Underwriters National Electric Association, and, as 
its name implies, it has direct supervision over all electrical materials 
and apparatus. The National Electrical Code was formulated and is 
annually revised by this organization; and hundreds of thousands of 
copies of this code, which is now the recognized authority on safe in- 
stallations of electrical equipment, have been circulated by the National 
Board for the guidance of electrical interests, architects, engineers, etc. 
The value of the safeguards thus thrown about the general public can 
scarcely be overestimated. 


The National Board Building Code. . 

Going to the root of the whole matter, and recognizing that the methods 
of constructing buildings are perhaps the greatest factors in determining 
the fire loss, the National Board of Fire Underwriters has had prepared by 
thoroughly competent experts a building code, which it has sent out to 
the officials of some 5000 cities and towns, urging its adoption in the in- 
terest of the safety of the people. In a number of important cities the 
code has been adopted in whole or in part; and there is an increasing 
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sentiment throughout the country in favor of the adoption of regula- 
tions concerning the erection of buildings, which is being fostered by the 
fire underwriters to the best of their ability. 


Work of the Underwriters’ Laboratories. 

The testing of building materials and of devices and appliances used 
in preventing or extinguishing fires has grown to be an important part 
of the helpful activity of the fire underwriters—in fact, so important a 
feature that a few years ago the fire insurance companies co-operated in 
establishing the Underwriters’ Laboratories in Chicago. This plant is 
probably the most complete and efficient one of its kind in the world; 
and its labels, indicating that the goods to which they are attathed com- 
ply with standard requirements, are looked for by all intelligent pur- 
chasers of protective equipment. Anyone may have materials or devices 
tested for a small fee; and if his goods come up to the required stan- 
dard, may secure the laboratories’ seal of approval. 


The Investigation of Fires. 

Another manner in which the fire underwriting interests contribute 
largely towards the general welfare is by the support of fire marshals 
in various States, whose duty it is to investigate suspicious fires and 
secure the punishment of incendiaries. Although the work of such State 
Officials is distinctly beneficial to the community at large, the cost of 
maintaining it is commonly levied upon the fire insurance companies by 
means of a special tax upon their premium receipts. If this was the 
only tax imposed upon them, there would be little or no criticism of the 
abuse of the taxing power of the State legislatures. 


Consulting Engineers. 

In addition to the practical engineers who make inspections of munici- 
palities, etc., the National Board has a committee of consulting engi- 
neers, whose duty it is to prepare and issue standards for devices and 
materials, which standards are accepted outside of underwriting circles 
as well as within them. In a single year nearly 400,000 copies of stan- 
dards and lists of approved devices and materials were promulgated, 
without charge, by the National Board, thus spreading broadcast through 
the country, in channels that should be most effective, the knowledge 
necessary to the safeguarding of life and property in many ways. 


The Conservation of the Country’s Resources. 

While it is only within a few years that the National Government has 
undertaken, in any broad and comprehensive manner, to bring about the 
conservation of the natural resources of the country, the fire under- 
writers have, for several decades past, been constantly endeavoring to 
secure a reduction in the fire waste, and have freely spent money and 
granted concessions in premium rates to achieve this praiseworthy end. 
Organizations of business men are yearly appreciating this line of work 
more and more; and their assistance should ultimately be of much value 
in bringing about the much-to-be-desired result. 


The Improved Adjustment of Losses. 

An improved feature of the present-day conduct of the fire insurance 
business which appeals forcibly to business men who carry large lines 
of insurance and who are unfortunate enough to sustain fire losses, is 
the concentration of the adjustment of the loss on the part of the in- 
surance companies in a few hands, instead of, as in the old days, every 
company being represented by one or more adjusters. This plan, which 
now obtains in important business centers, greatly simplifies the process 
of adjustment, and relieves the insured from the necessity of dealing 
with a considerable number of adjusters, each having his own ideas as to 
the plan of settlement and the proper amount thereof. 


Cohesive Plans and Thorough Co-operation. 

Without regard to questions relating to the rating of fire risks, which 
are tabooed partly because of the anti-compact laws which exist in a 
number of States, the educational campaign and the efforts to secure 
better fire protection are carried on along well-defined and intelligent 
lines, and with a commendable degree of harmony and co-operation by 
the principal American and foreign companies. This work is of in- 
estimable value to the country as a whole—to those who are not insured, 
as well as to those needing huge sums of insurance. Among the direct 
effects of the destruction of manufacturing buildings, for instance, are 
the throwing out of employment of large numbers of wage earners, and 
the consequent necessity for the extension of credit to them by store 
keepers; the probability of slow payments by the latter to jobbers; the 
possible removal of operatives to other sections, thus affecting the in- 
come of owners of real estate, etc. It is clear, therefore, that any men 
or organizations that endeavor to minimize these and other evils due to 
the fire waste, should receive all possible encouragement from every 
good citizen; and as the plans of the National Board of Fire Under- 
writers and its affiliated organizations are most sensible in their form, 
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broad in their scope, and sure to have an excellent effect in the ultimate 
reduction of the fire waste in this country, every public-spirited citizen, 
and even those who only consider their own welfare, should join in ad- 
vancing the good work. 


Carelessness Accountable for Vast Losses 

One simple, but effective, way of helping to decrease the size of the 
annual ash-heap is for every propertyowner or tenant to keep his 
premises clean and as free as possible from combustible materials. Care- 
lessness in this respect, and in regard to matches, cigar stubs, etc., is 
held accountable for a considerable proportion of the total fire losses of 
the country, amounting to hundreds of millions of doilars every decade. 
Every man, woman and child in the country can thus help, by exercising 
more than usual care, to minimize the destruction of life and property. 
Parents and employers should utilize every opportunity to impress upon 
the young the danger and extravagance of carelessness in dealing with 
anything that may cause the starting of a fire. In this way, the coming 
generation, if not the present one, may reap the benefit of the idea of 
caution thus implanted in the minds of the youth of to-day. The 
liability to fire damage could also be gradually reduced if property- 
owners, when erecting new buildings or putting roofs on old ones, 
would use only approved fireproof roofing materials. 


Estimate of the Country’s Losses Due to Fire. 
The report of the chief engineer of the United States Geological Sur- 
vey, covering the fire losses and outlay on account of fire in 1907 in the 
United States, is summarized as follows: 


Sgt WO Be Os voc oc cicc sass cw Nites oses ealecewiecin nn sb sig.eicd sretera $215,084,709 
Excess premiums over insurance paid........-.seeeceesceenees 145,604,362 
Annual expense waterworks, chargeable to fire service...... 28,856,285 
Annual expense, fire departMents..........eeeeeeeeeeeececces 48,940,845 
Annual expense, private fire protection..........ceeeeeeceeees 18,000,000 

NA Soa sod onsen be sue es sabes cee sea wis seco Geemabavese™ $456,486,151 


This annual loss and outlay would be reduced to about $90,000,000, 
according to the chief engineer, if buildings in the United States were 
as nearly fireproof as they are in Europe. 

However, even the above tremendous figures do not tell the whole 
story, for there are other items of public and individual loss which con- 
siderably augment the huge total above shown. A few of these are 
roughly estimated (probably much underestimated) and added below: 


United States Geological Survey total............sseeeeeeeeees $456,486,151 
Public loss of taxes on destroyed property.........eeeseeeeees 4,000,000 
Loss of wages of persons thrown out of employment.......... 25,000,000 
Loss of profits through interference with business............ 25,000,000 

DMETORING. os cds csc ccccssipes caceessesvccetecretscctescs es $510,486,151 


Fire Loss Compared with Items of National Expenditure. 


At the conference of Governors to consider conservation of the national 
resources, held in Washington, D. C., May 13-15, 1908, Powell Evans pre- 
sented a paper on ‘‘Fire Prevention,” in the course of which he made 
the comparisons set forth below of the average yearly fire waste for 
ten years (the average of actual values destroyed, without regard to 
collateral losses or expenses), with various items of national expendi- 
ture. He said: 

The annual fire loss of the United States, on a ten-year average, for 
the years up to the end of 1902 (prior to the great Baltimore and San 
Francisco fires) was $146,552,365; and up to 1908 was $198,181,188. 

The tremendous size of this waste may be better realized when meas- 
ured with familiar items in our national expenditure. ri 

The annual ten-year average fire loss up to the end of 1905 compares 
as follows with the like averages of the items given below: 


Per Cent. 
36 United States Government total receipts............+.+-. $554,390,238 
87 Net earnings railways in United States...............+-. 542,274,762 
87 United States Government total ordinary expenditures... 532,018,116 
76 Interest paid by railways in United States.............. 261,044,569 
78 United States internal revenue receipts..........seeeeeee 253,400,164 
79 United States custoMs ..........cccccccccccccccccceccces 252,359,639 
122 Dividends paid by railways in United States............. 162,124,558 
141 United States pemsions ........ cee ee cece cee eeceeeecenee 140,861,166 
152 United States post-office receipts ..........-eeeeeeeeeeees 130,201,926 
156 Commercial failures in United States (liabilities)...... 126,646,386 
157 United States War Department CoOSt............seeeeeeee 126,465,728 
165 Fire insurance loss payments ..........+.+eeeeeeereeeees 120,352,198 
180 United States gold production ae 9 
Rete de eaees ee rroduction § (coining value) ........ 109,805,439 
242 United States mavy COSt ........ceccereceeccecseeccccccce 81,871,647 
648 Interest on United States national debt............-+ee-- 30,568,000 


Help Obtainable for Any Good Fire Defensive Project. 

In conclusion, it may not be out of order to suggest that the National 
Board of Fire Underwriters, with its numerous ramifications, has es- 
tablished a reputation as the prime center and distributing point of 
scientific and practically available information concerning the prevention 
and extinguishment of fire, and that its services are, to any reasonable 
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extent, placed at the disposal of municipalities or citizens desirous of 
inaugurating or carrying forward any practical work in the directions in- 
dicated. Let every citizen and public official do his share, and the annual 
fire loss in the United States can quickly be cut in half. 





STATE RATE MAKING. 
Various Opinions on the Subject. 


The legal and practical aspects of State rate making have been ex- 
haustively discussed by fire underwriters and State insurance officials 
during the past few weeks, and some interesting papers have been writ- 
ten on the subject, excerpts from some of the more prominent of which 
are given below. ; 

President E. T. Campbell, of the American Central of St. Louis, writes 
in part as follows: 


I do not hesitate to declare my opposition to that plan of making rates. It 
seems to be an abridgment of the constitutional right of private contract under 
the cloak of “State privilege.” If State officials upon whom will rest the re- 
sponsibility of dictating rates were trained experts in schedule rating and the 
application of rates, and were absolutely freed from political influence, it is 
doubtful, even with uniform methods throughout the States, that the averages 
would be ascertained or an equitable application of rates secured. ~ 

The political changes under our form of government are so frequent that it 
would not be possible for a State official during the tenure of his office to equip 
himself with the expert information or accumulate statistics which would enable 
him to intelligently and equitably distribute the insurance tax and make rates 
which avoided discrimination; nor is it likely that a State official, dependent 
upon the voters for his official existence, amenable to their influences, would be 
able to resist the demands for rate reductions coming from his constituency or 
require them to pay rates based upon results. 


The Hon. John A Hartigan, Insurance Commissioner of Minnesota, 
goes on record as voicing the following opinion: 


* * * State officers are not at present equipped with either the information 
or the technical knowledge to fix scientific fire insurance rates, nor does there 
seem to be any need that the State should undertake this work. All fire insur- 
ance companies should be compelled to report their experience upon a uniform 
classification to a central bureau. The tabulation of this experience would in a 
few years give the correct basis for rating. The State should have a super- 
visory function exercised through a board of appeals, this board to decide all 
controversies between the insurer and the insured. 


President Clarence E. Porter, of the Spring Garden of Philadelphia, 
says: 


The danger, to our minds, lies in over-legislation and the neglect to correct the 
mistake should legislative rate making prove wrong after a fair trial. If it be 
not then corrected, should responsible companies decline to write business at un- 
profitable rates and under wrong conditions, the public would be forced to accept 
alleged indemnity, the value, or lack of value, of which most of them would be 
apt to find out only after their property had been destroyed, or else go without 
insurance, which would necessarily, to a very large measure, if not entirely, 
destroy the basis of commercial credit. 


Vice-President and General Manager J. W. Going, of the Shawnee Fire 
of Topeka, Kan., goes into the question exhaustively, discussing the 
matter from the Kansas viewpoint. Speaking of the Hartford’s letter 
to its agents on the possible evil results of State rate making, Mr. 
Going publishes copies of letters from Kansas representatives of the 
Hartford Fire and its affiliated corporations. One is from C. G. Blakely of 
the Hartford Fire, another from Charles S. Elliott of the New York 
Underwriters Agency, and the last from the Fox-Cook Agency, repre- 
senting the Citizens of St. Louis. These gentlemen express entire satis- 
faction with the Kansas measure and believe that it will work to the 
ultimate benefit of fire underwriting in Kansas. Vice-President Going 
says in part: 


A disease calls for a remedy, whether medicine or in some other form. The 
rate situation in Kansas was in a deplorable condition. At the present time Mis- 
souri, Iowa, Nebraska, Ohio, Texas and other States are experiencing some of the 
evils that follow in the wake of anti-trust laws. It required heroic treatment to 
restore the patient. The law has given tone to the business and it furnishes tonic 
to the companies, the agents, as well as the people of the State. There are more 
fireproof buildings being constructed in Kansas to-day than ever before in the 
history of the State. There will be more sprinkler plants installed the next year 
than in all the time before. The working of the law in that particular is most 
salutary. Credits are allowed for improvements and charges for defects. This 
was well-nigh impossible before the new law. Waterworks and fire departments 
are being installed and improved to a greater extent than ever before. The im- 
provements are being made for the purpose of securing lower rates. 


Manager S. Y. Tupper, of the Southern department of the Queen, says: 


Rate making by the State is decidedly a novel experience to face, and will 
have to be given a fair trial before we can expect to convince legislators that the 
new departure is not only an injustice to the companies, but likely to prove disap- 
pointing to propertyowners. The law of supply and demand must control the 
question of insurance rates now, as it has in the past. The State will never 
find it possible to schedule each class of risks so as to bring about a fair margin 
of profit to the companies and at the same time satisfy the propertyowner that he 
is paying only the minimum tariff. * * * 

I imagine that the State rate maker, if he depends upon holding his office by 
doing full justice to the public as well as underwriting interests, will have any- 
thing but easy running about election time. 


Secretary A. F. Howard of the Granite State Fire goes on record as 
voicing the following sentiment: 


I am opposed to all laws enacted for the purpose of controlling fire insurance 
tates. The companies are selling indemnity to their customers, and the price of 
this indemnity should be fixed by the parties to each contract. The tendency of 
this legislation will be to weaken the companies and gradually undermine their 
usefulness to the insuring public, There is need of less legislation in their in- 
terest, instead of more, 
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Secretary C. P. Kellerman, of the Allemannia Fire of Pittsburg, says: 


It has long been said that “fools rush in where angels fear to tread.” This 
seems to be the situation with regard to the making of fire insurance rates by 
States. Men who have spent their entire lives in the business of fire under- 
writing will frankly admit that the rates they formulate are only approximations 
to scientific accuracy. This being the case, what can we expect from rating 
boards composed of men who are either entirely unfamiliar with the business or 
at best have only a cursory knowledge thereof? * * * 

The board that would have the temerity to authorize an increase of rates, no 
matter how apparent the necessity for such advance might be, would soon hear 
from the voters. So far as anything the companies have to expect from such 
rate-making devices, they are simply on the opposite side of a “heads I win, 
tails you lose” proposition. 





A Protest Against Legislative Rate Making. 


During the sessions of State legislatures last winter there were under 
consideration in several States propositions to give to State officials 
power to regulate fire insurance rates. The following protest was then 
prepared and is apropos to the discussion of the subject at the present 
time: 


Aside from the question of a State having the legal right to interfere 
with private contracts, it must be evident to anyone seriously reflecting 
on the establishment of rates by the State that many prerequisites are 
necessary before such a thing can possibly be done with any degree of 
fairness to the public and to the underwriter. 

As the rates to be established are supposed to cover the average annual 
fire loss in the State, it would seem to go without saying that the 
annual fire loss of the State must first be ascertained. At present there 
exists no way by which it can be officially and reliably ascertained, and, 
therefore, the first step necessary would seem to be a law that would 
compel every occupant and owner of a building where a fire originated 
to report the same as pramptly as may be to the nearest magistrate or 
chief of fire department, under serious penalty for neglect to do so. 
Such magistrate or chief of fire department to make due inquiry into the 
cause, class of building, whether insured or not, and the estimated loss, 
and report the same promptly to the State authorities, and by the latter 
to be classified according to the city or town as follows, viz.: First, 
direct; second, indirect or exposure; third, conflagration loss. Then, 
according to class of building. whether, first, fireproof; second, ordinary 
brick construction; third, wooden or mixed construction; fourth, whether 
upon yard, pier, field, ete. And again, according to occupancy, first, in 
dwelling; second, in public building; third, storage risk; fourth, stables 
or barns; fifth, railway preperties—trestles, bridges, cars or stations; 
sixth, hotels and public inns: seventh, mercantile risks; eighth, ship- 
ping in port; ninth, manufacturing risks (what kind of manufacturing). 
Then, the fires should be classified according to cause, such as, first, 
gross carelessness: second, defective flues; third, incendiarism; fourth, 
carelessness with matches, cigars, cigarettes, etc, etc. 

Then, as rates can only be ascertained by dividing the premium re- 
quired by the value at risk, it will first be necessary to establish a per- 
centage of insurance to be carried to value. Otherwise the assured, and 
not the State or underwriter, would make the rates. 

When the loss record of the State is thus presented it might be pos- 
sible to fix insurance rates that shall cover, first, losses; second, cost of 
acquisition; third, cost of establishing such rates; fourth, reserve for 
unearned premiums; fifth, a sufficient reserve for unforeseen contin- 
gencies, such as conflagrations. 

But until all the foregoing prerequisites have been prepared it is 
wholly impracticable, if not impossible, to fix rates that will be any- 
where near just to the public and the underwriter, for if the rates fixed 
by the State should be inadequate no company will be foolhardy enough 
to load up at such rates, and if ample, while all insurance companies 
will be eager to obtain them, the public will not be eager to pay them. 

What we really need in your State, and in every State in the Union, is 
legislation that will produce official and reliable information regarding 
the fire waste in the State properly classified so that the public and the 
underwriter can have some approximate conception of what will be 
necessary to cover such destruction. With this classified information 
the State would finally adopt laws calculated to stop fire waste in the 
State, which in turn would be a real benefit to the community, as it 
would reduce the rates of insurance in the proportion as the destruction 
is reduced. 

We feel confident that it is only necessary to call attention to these 
facts to convince all honest and fair-minded people that no practical 
steps should be taken in reference to rate making until the basis for 
rates, namely, the fire record and percentage of insurance to value, has 
been established and classified. 





—Canadian fire underwriters are protesting vigorously against the law giving 
Canadian propertyowners the right to insure in companies not licensed in the 
Dominion, on payment of a tax on premiums. 

—Chetwood & Co., Inc., of Philadelphia announce that they will accept de- 
sirable surplus lines on risks located outside of Pennsylvania and New Jersey 
(in which States the company will be regularly licensed) for the Scranton Fire 
Insurance Company of Scranton, Pa., which is about ready for business and will 
begin writing policies in November. Chetwood & Co., Inc., are general agents for 
the Eastern Underwriters of Philadelphia, and also place desirable surplus lines 
therein. 

—The operations of the insurance fund of the Union Pacific Railroad, as 
shown in its annual report for the year ended June 30, 1909, was as follows: 
Total receipts to June 30, 1908, $1,419,087; premiums collected during year 
ended June 30, 1909, $227,855; total, $1,646,942; total disbursements to June 30, 
1908, $1,002,580; losses paid during year ended June 30, 1909, $276,099; total. 
$1,278,679; surplus June 30, 1909, $368,263. 
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GONORRHEA. 


Gonorrhea is an infectious, purulent inflammation affecting the 
mucous membrane of the genitals of both sexes. It is hard to ex- 
plain why the specific organism, the gonococcus, involves these re- 
gions in preference to other mucous membranes, but, nevertheless, 
except in the eyes, the disease is rarely found as a primary infection. 

Gonorrhea is almost always transmitted through infected pus from 
one individual conveyed to another during coitus, but accidental in- 
fection by means of towels, dirty instruments, etc., may occur when 
such articles are brought into contact with healthy mucous mem- 
branes. 

Lifting of heavy weights and other straining efforts are frequently 
claimed by the victim to be the only cause of an existing urethritis, 
but as the presence of the gonococcus is necessary before gonorrhea 
can be excited, such contentions are always open to question. 

While gonorrhea primarily affects the urethra in the male and the 
vagina and urethra in the female, there are certain complications and 
sequelz in both sexes which demand our attention. 

Extension of the disease to the posterior portion of the urethra 
in the male is followed by inflammation of the prostate gland and 
adjacent tissue, while in the female the ovaries and fallopian tubes 
often become involved. 

Complications are frequent, and their consequences are often 
serious. In cases in which the infection is carried by the blood or 
lymph vessels to different parts of the body inflammations may 
arise and interfere with recovery. 

Infection of the glands in the groin (bubo) is of frequent occur- 
rence and, through suppuration, may lead to their subsequent de- 
struction. It is not at all uncommon for bubo to be ascribed by the 
victim to some blow received by running into a sharp object, as the 
corner of a table, etc., while positively denying any previous infec- 
tion. The finding of a urethral discharge, however, or some of the 
symptoms or complications of gonorrhea, makes the real cause 
apparent. 

Orchitis and epididimytis are also usually attributed by the patient 
to some blow upon or pinching of the testicle, but, as in bubo, the 
inflammation and swelling are not accidental, but the direct result of 
the extension and work of the gonococcus. ; 

The seriousness of gonorrhea is not generally recognized except 
by physicians. A man who, so far as he knows, has been free from 
any signs of the disease for years may, upon marriage, infect his 
wife, and, in fact, may then be reinfected with the disease from her. 
The gonococci which he retained as a result of his former disease, 
and to which he had become immune, take on new life and strength 
when transferred to another soil. These germs then, after change 
of their abode, frequently become capable of setting up active symp- 
toms in their original host. 

So great are the number and seriousness of the possible compli- 
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cations of gonorrhea that it does not fall far short of syphilis in im- 
portance. 

Inflammation and discharge from the urethra may occur and not 
be gonorrheal, as the urethritis may be the result of other causes, 
such as the presence of other germs or the application of a chemical 
irritant to the urethra. 

True gonorrhea, however, is dependent upon the presence of the 
specific gonococcus, and this, by the aid of a microscopical examina- 
tion, can be demonstrated in the secretions. 

Infection of the eyes by the gonococcus in adults, although rare 
as compared to the same infection in the genital tract, may occur 
and lead to blindness. 

Two varieties are described and are of interest. 

A non-contagious form occurs in those individuals who are already 
suffering from the disease elsewhere, and is usually known as rheu- 
matic gonorrheal ophthalmia. It is generally associated with the 
occurrence of gonorrheal rheumatism in one or more joints. This 
affection of the eyes may appear in several forms, depending upon 
the part of the eye in which the inflammation is greatest. When the 
iris is involved the symptoms are the same as in simple iritis, and 
recovery after a few weeks is the rule, and but rarely do adhesions 
ox other damage remain. 

Conjunctivitis, when it occurs in this non-contagious form, proves 
easily amenable to treatment. The virulent gonorrheal ophthalmia 
(conjunctivitis) is a very serious infection. Towels, linen, instru- 
ments or the hands of anyone contaminated with gonorrheal pus 
may be the means by which the infection reaches the eyes. 

Within a few hours after contagion the discharge is frankly puru- 
lent and the inflammatory symptoms go on, increasing rapidly in 
severity until, in three or four days, often sooner, destruction of 
sight is threatened. Unless treatment be started early and carried 
out faithfully the eye is lost, or at least its efficiency is impaired. 
(Keyes.) 

After a review of statistics from various sources, a conservative 
estimate of the causes for blindness holds gonorrheal ophthalmia 
responsible in 30 per cent of all cases. 

The various early complications of gonorrheal infection, such as 
inflammation and abscess of the glands in the groin, extension to 
the prostate gland, the bladder or the testicles in the male, and to 
the bladder, uterus or fallopian tubes in the female, except for their 
influence in the prolongation of disability from other sickness or 
from accident, do not concern us in our study of diseases associated 
with injury. The more remote consequences due to the passage of 
the gonococcus through the blood or lymph vessels to other parts of 
the body distant from the original focus may so closely simulate 
the results of injuries that their investigation becomes important. 

GONORRHEAL RHEUMATISM (ARTHRITIS).—This con- 
dition is due to the presence in the circulation of gonococci or their 
toxins and their localization in and consequent action upon the 
joints. 

There is no connection between gonorrheal arthritis and articular 
rheumatism due to other causes, and the usual rheumatic remedies 
are without benefit. Exposure to cold and dampness and the condi- 
tions favorable to the development of rheumatism have no influence 
in the causation of gonorrheal joints, as these are exclusively due to 
invasion by gonococci, while traumatism to the joints by reducing 
their resistance may lead to the localization of the disease and the 
consequent gonorrheal arthritis. (Thompson, Keyes, Larraby, 
Chapman, Witherspoon.) 

Men are more frequently affected than women, owing, no doubt, 
to their increased liability to trauma. In many respects this is the 
most damaging, disabling and serious of all the complications of 
gonorrhea. (Osler.) 

Swelling of the joint from effusion is one of the early symptoms, 
and tendency to ankylosis and permanent thickening are character- 
istic. The x-rays examination in the acute stages usually shows 
only the periarticular swelling, but no changes in the bones or car- 
tilages. (Cole.) Recovery may be delayed, and weeks or months 
may elapse with but little apparent improvement. 

The knee is involved more frequently than any other joint (Chap- 
man), and then in the following order the ankle, fingers and toes, 
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hip, wrist, shoulder, elbow and tempero-maxillary joints, but joints 
other than these are also occasionally affected. 

Between 2 and 5 per cent of all persons who have gonorrhea in the 
genital tract or eyes, according to the majority of observers, develop 
joint complications. It is probable, however, that, owing to the 
many failures to make a correct diagnosis, the percentage is even 
larger. 

Gonorrheal rheumatism varies widely in its severity in different 
cases, and any degree of trouble from slight joint pains to de- 
structive suppuration in one or more joints may be present. It may 
be excited as the result of an acute attack of gonorrhea, or occur at 
any time during the existence ofa chronic gleet or other complica- 
tion. 

It is not uncommon for an individual who is suffering from a 
gonorrheal arthritis to recall some previous sprain or injury to the 
joint, and blame it for his trouble. 

Occasionally inflammations of the bones, as periostitis or osteitis. 
may occur, and exostoses, causing pain and interference with motion, 
follow. Tender heel from deposits of bone in the region of the 
Achilles tendon, or from synovitis and thickening of this tendon, 
may give rise to much suffering and to serious lameness. 

Inflammation of the muscles (myositis) sometimes occurs, and is 
usually confined to those muscles adjacent to affected joints, and 
may even end in suppuration. 

Neuritis and neuralgia, usually involving the nerves adjacent to the 
affected joints or the genitals, may be present and cause intermit- 
tent or continuous pain. Sciatica due to gonorrheal poison has 
been observed, and sometimes proves obstinate. 

Neuroses may follow attacks of gonorrhea, and melancholia is not 
uncommon. The morbid state of mind coincident with a chronic 
gleet or a prostatitis may lead to serious consequences. The victim, 
believing himself a sufferer from “seminal weakness’ or other 
trouble, often broods over it, to the injury of his health. 

Involvement of the kidneys, due to extension of the infection from 
the bladder, may lead to their suppuration. 

Localized or general peritonitis may occur, as the finding of the 
gonococcus in such conditions has frequently demonstrated. Ab- 
scesses in which gonococci can be found in pure culture have 
occurred in various parts of the body. 

Pneumonia and pleurisy are not unknown in gonorrheal patients, 
and in the sputum and pleural effusion have been found the gonococ- 
cus. 

Diseases of the heart of gonorrheal origin have occurred, and thetr 
symptoms differ but little from those in other heart infections. 
Ulcerative or malignant endocarditis is often due to gonorrhea, and 
from this or a resulting embolism sudden death may follow. 

General infection by the gonococcus may cause the involvement of 
almost any organs and tissue in the body, with symptoms pointing 
to these regions, and sometimes, even with ordinary care, the real 
cause of the trouble may prove hard to recognize. 


(The next article of this series will be upon Diabetes.) 





Workmen’s Compensation. 


The greatest interest, at the recent meeting of the Liability Asso- 
ciation, was directed to the effect of workmen’s compensation legis- 
lation as being a live issue to-day, and it is confidently expected that 
several States will introduce, at an early date, legislation to this end. 
Minnesota appears to be actively in the lead, and the presence of Mr. 
Gillette, president of the Minnesota Steel and Machinery Company 
of Minneapolis, lent additional weight to the subject from ‘the em- 
ployer’s standpoint. 
| The all-important question in Mr. Gillette’s mind, during the meet- 
ing of the Liability Association, was to obtain some light on the prob- 
able cost of this feature of insurance, but naturally any investiga- 
tion of the expense at this time would fail to give any satisfactory 
answer, for the reason that, until it is known what benefits are to be 
paid to the injured employee, in the event of an accident from any 
cause, how much money is to be paid in the event of death, how much 
in the event of temporary disability, what annuity is to be paid for 
those depending upon an employee who is killed or permanently to- 
tally disabled, and how frequently such indemnity is to be paid, 
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whether weekly or in a lump sum, all these have an important bearing 
upon the question of cost. 

There is no doubt that the granting of workmen’s compensation in 
any form must, in relation to liability insurance, be a heavier charge 
upon the cost of manufacture, although this is subject to modifica- 
tion in some of the contractor’s work. Another feature that will have 
to be settled, and one of very vast importance, is whether the work- 
men’s compensation shall supersede all other legal rights for injuries, 
abolishing the common law, and also any rights under existing lia- 
bility acts. Unless this be done we shall expect the courts to be 
flooded with litigation, and the situation will be rendered more com- 
plex than ever. 

One objection urged against workmen’s compensation is found in 
the plea that any State that adopts such a law, to the extent of the 
additional cost, increases accordingly the expense of placing their 
goods on the market outside the State in competition with the manu- 
factures of those States which have no such workmen’s compensation. 
But against this may be urged that, at the present time, the same 
relative condition exists in a smaller degree, due to the difference in 
the degree of cost of liability insurance in the various States. 
Whether the cost of workmen’s compensation falls upon the em- 
ployer or is partly contributed to by the employee, there is no doubt 
that the whole of the cost is charged against the expense of manu- 
facture. If there be any that imagine that the adoption of a work- 
men’s compensation act will bring any relief in taxation on account 
of pauperism, the experience in other countries would seem to doom 
such people to disappointment. 

Among the speakers at the Liability Association meeting was one 
who, under strong urging, gave his views as to the working of the 
workmen’s compensation act in England. The manager of the Em- 
ployers Liability Assurance Corporation is probably the best posted 
man op the subject in the United States, and by keeping in close 
personal touch with the directors and officers of the company who 
have recently visited this country, and who number among them one 
or more members of Parliament, who are thoroughly in touch with 
the situation, and make a specialty of labor questions, was able to 
speak with absolute definiteness as to the conditions existing in 
England at the present time. His description of the difficulties, the 
litigation, the uncertainty of the workmen, the crowded conditions of 
the courts, the endless delay, and the poor results eventually to the 
workmen, gave his hearers a gloomy picture, and induced Mr. Gil- 
lette to express the wish that the gentleman would come and tell the 
members of the legislature of Minnesota the same history. 

In reference to the cost, the same experience has been found in 
both England and Germany, viz.: at the inception of the workmen’s 
compensation the number of accidents in proportion to the number 
of employees was comparatively small, but as acquaintance with the 
facts increased, the number went up steadily but regularly, while the 
cost of each accident showed a steady augmentation. Thus, any basis 
of rate in the early days of the workmen’s compensation legislation 
proved, after a few years, to be entirely inadequate, and any rates 
formulated for the purpose of taking care of workmen’s compensa- 
tion by insurance companies should bear the history of similar work 
in England and Germany in mind. 

Lastly, and by no means of small importance, is the question of 
the cost to the insurance companies of handling this business. If it 
be true that the cost of workmen’s compensation be three or four 
times the expense of similar insurance against liability, it will follow 
that for the same amount of labor, the commission paid to agents 
and brokers would be increased exactly in the proportion that the 
cost of workmen’s compensation bears to liability insurance. Assum- 
ing the average commission to be twenty-five per cent, there is no 
reason in the world why, for the same amount of labor, any more 
money should be paid to the agents and brokers than at present, and 
if premiums be three times the cost of liability insurance, the com- 
mission should certainly be reduced to not more than ten per cent. 
Unless the cost of doing this business is brought down to much lower 
figures than the average cost of doing accident business generally, in- 
tense dissatisfaction must result, as the employers will not be willing 
to pay a much heavier annual charge of which a large portion is ab- 
sorbed in commission and other expenses of the insurance companies. 
The remarks made by the German Emperor at the time of the in- 












Casualty, Surety, Etc. 


troduction of the workmen’s compensation act to the Reichstag on 
the 17th of November, 1881, apply with equal force-to the American 
laborer as to the German artisan: ‘Those who are disabled in con- 
sequence of invalidity possess a well-founded claim to a more ample 
relief on the part of the State than they have hitherto enjoyed. To 
devise the fittest ways and means for making such provision, how- 
ever difficult, is one of the highest obligations of every community 
based on the moral foundations of Christianity.” 





LIABILITY INSURANCE ASSOCIATION. 


Workmen’s Compensation Productive of Much Discussion— 
New Officers. 


The Liability Insurance Association, which was holding its annual 
meeting as THE SPECTATOR went to press last week, had a most inter- 
esting discussion on the subject of ‘‘Workmen’s Compensation.’”’ The 
question was precipitated by the presentation of a most elaborate and 
thoughtful paper by George M. Gillette of Minneapolis. That gentleman 
is an employer of labor as vice-president of the Minnesota Steel and Ma- 
chinery Company, and is also a member of the Minnesota Employees’ 
Compensation Commission, which is charged with the duty of investi- 
gating the subject and making a report thereon to the next session of 
the State legislature. In the course of his address he said: 


_ The subject of employers’ liability for accidents is attracting increased atten- 
tion daily in this country, as evidenced by the reference to the subject in the 
messages of both Presidents Roosevelt and Taft and by the legislation which has 
recently been proposed in many of the States. I am of the opinion that there is 
no question now before the American people pressing for solution which more 
vitally affects the welfare of society at large. Industry and transportation in 
the United States number at least half a million annually as the victims of their 
accidents. 

You, menage de are familiar with the Federal statutes and the laws of the 
various States, for your business is builded upon it. Briefly stated, the employer 
is to-day liable to pay damages to his workman while at work, if the workman can 
prove that the employer’s negligence was the cause of the accident. He may, 
and often voluntarily does, pay something in other cases, but the employers’ 
liability in industrial accidents under the various statutes or common law 
liability would not compel the employer to respond in damages in probably over 
one in ten of the accidents which occur. 

The present system is based on the theory of fault or negligence. It is pro- 
posed to change the whole theory of this structure-to one of risk of the industry, 
and to provide for the payment of some compensation to every injured employee 
provided the accident is not the result of the injured’s wilful act, and if possible 
to make the burden of the payment of such compensation a charge against the cost 
of production, ultimately to be borne by the consumer. 

Should such a change be made, and what view of the matter should and do 
employers take? * * * 

BENEFITS AND ADVANTAGES. 
. What benefits and advantages would accrue from a compensation act? First, 
in my judgment, it would promote industrial peace; second, it would benefit so- 
ciety; third, it would conserve true economy; fourth, it would decrease pauper- 
ism; fifth, it would tend to restore the old relations between the employer and 
employee, and sixth, it would decrease the number of accidents, and, finally, it 
would increase the sum of human happiness. I assume that these benefits are 
3 self-evident that I shall not stop to argue them. Let us now consider what 
kind of a measure it might be advisable to suggest at the beginning of this reform. 


First.—Shall the act be compulsory or elective? In other words, shall the act 
seek to create an absolute liability against all employers and bring the employers 
and employees of all hazardous adaseries within its provisions, or shall it be 
permissible, granting to employers and to employees the right to contract within 
pods agers § Pe legislative act? I am of the present opinion that a 
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Second.—Shall the act retain the double liability of the English law? It will 
take much evidence to change my —— that a compensation act must be re- 
stricted to singlé liability; by that I mean the liability created under the act 
itself, and that the employees shall not have the right to elect to pursue their 
common-law remedy. The evidence, in my judgment, goes to show that this is the 
tag B stenscoon ng bl the English law, and I am pleased to say that the members of 
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Third.—What classes of occupation shall it cover? I am much incli 
think that practically all occupations should be covered. Agriculture Rose age 
its steani rollers, its corn shredders, its binders, its gasoline engines and farmers’ 
automobiles, experiences in percentage its fair ratio of the accidents which occur. 
It would seem essential, too, that practically all occupations should be included 
as a safeguard, both to employers and employees, against further radical legisla- 
tion either in the radical change of the amount of compensation or in the stability 
of other rights. The inclusion of agriculture and miscellaneous industrial in- 
terests among the undertakings to be affected by such legislation would be a 
great conservative force with the legislature. 


THE ScaLe oF CoMPENSATION. 


Fourth.—What would be a fair scale of compensation? I shall not attempt 
7 answer this now. This is a matter for careful consideration, investigation of 
or compromise. Pretty well established rules have been laid down, however, in 
the foreign acts, which in general would limit the compensation in case of death 
to three times the annual earnings, and in case of disability to from 50 per cent 
to 60 per cent of the man’s earning power. In my opinion, in the initial acts, 
sick benefits and old-age pensions should be eliminated and very conservative 
limitations placed on the benefits provided in the act. 

Fifth.—Should the benefits be paid in lump sums or instalments? I am 
strongly of the opinion that the benefits should be paid in instalments. The 
persons receiving these benefits would, generally speaking, not be accustomed to 
the handling of large sums of money, and the amounts paid in compensations, if 
paid in lump sums, would in many cases soon be dissipated, and the injured 
soon become a public charge. As to whether these benefits shall be paid in lump 
sums or instalments must depend upon what provisions are made for the ad- 
ministration of the act and the carrying out of its provisions. If the benefits were 


paid in instalments careful provision must be made to insure the security of 
future payments to the injured or his representatives. Se 
Sixth.—Should the cost of providing for the compensations named in the act 
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all be borne by the employer, or should it in part be borne by the employee? In 
nf judgment, this is the crux of the case. I believe that the employers, not only 
of Minnesota, but of all other States, are willing to bear as much of the expense 
as can be charged as a part of the cost of production, and ultimately be re. 
covered in the price charged to the consumer, but the employer in a given State 
cannot in these days of close margin chores more against the cost of production 


than is charged by his competitor in an adjoining State. I believe that the em- 
ployers of Minnesota and the employers of the country are willing to bear as 
much expense as they are now bearing. That expense is now equalized by em- 
ployers’ liability insurance, the rates for which do not materially differ in the 
different States. In view of the absence of reliable statistical information as to 
the resultant cost to the employer of any compensation act, I am of the opinion 
that it should be agreed between the employer and the employee that the em. 
rr should, under a compensation law enacted, say in the State of Minnesota, 
ear that part of the burden which he now bears, and that the excess cost, if 
any, should be borne by the employees themselves. The arguments in favor of 
this proposition, to my mind, are many. Not only in the inter-State competition 
would it safeguard the interests of the employer, but it would make the employee 
himself inerested in safeguarding the cost, in the prevention or manngeiiuy, it 
would forestall the attempts of labor agitators at every succeeding session of the 
legislature from atempting to increase the compensations named in the act, for 
they would know that the excess cost would have to be borne by the employees 
themselves. The employees could well afford to do this, because for a very 
small contribution the 89 per cent of them who are not now protected would be 
getting free accident insurance for risks on which they are not now covered. 


ExpENSE CHARGED TO THE CONSUMER. 


As a theory, no one would attempt to controvert the proposition that all the 
expense of all accidents caused by all industries should be borne by the indus- 
tries and ultimately charged to the consumer, but with our dual form of govern- 
ment and the fact that this legislation must be brought about by the legislatures 
of forty-eight different States, to my mind it is primarily essential that in the 
States first undertaking this change of system every reasonable safeguard be 
placed about industry, and the State first taking the step should not be penalized 
therefor. It is as much for the interest of the employee as for the employer 
that the industries of Minnesota should be placed upon a fair competing basis 
with those of other States, otherwise there would be a scarcity of employment, 
and industry, instead of being encouraged by the legislature and the State, would 
be discouraged, and its development retarded. It is right that the_employces 
should contribute to this fund, for the statistics of Germany and of England, as 
well as those available in this country, conclusively show that a very much 
greater proportion of accidents are caused by the negligence and fault of the em- 
ployees themselves than are chargeable to the negligence or fault of the em- 
ployer. It is right that they should contribute, because they would be protected. 
They would have a protection which was not enjoyed by many a man of no more 
means and no more income who was working for himself, instead of being em- 
ployed by another. The German act, to my mind the most comprehensive, 
scientific and best administered, provides for reasonable contributions by the em- 
ployees themselves. 

Seventh.—Shall the compensation act which is proposed be made an insurable 
proposition? In my opinion, yes. First, for no compensation act has ever been 
successful which was not accompanied by an insurance scheme, and second, be- 
cause by reason of our commercial and financial system it would be practically 
impossible for new industries to be established, or those owned by men of mod- 
erate means to be carried on, unless these undertakings could be insured against 
the liabilities of such an act. An individual or a corporation having a capital of 
$50,000 might, to carry on a particular contract, be obliged at times to obtain a 
credit from his banker of another $50,000. Could this be obtained if the banker 
knew that the employer, aside from undertaking the ordinary risks incident to 
any business, might be engaged in an undertaking where the lives of a number 
of workmen were at stake, and where a single accident might not only wipe out 
the capital which the employer had, but the money which he had borrowed. To 
my mind, it is essential that by some plan of insurance the risks of any business 
shall be spread over a general industry, wide territory and a considerable extent 
of time. Insurance is equally essential to safeguard the interest of the injured 
employee, to make sure that the compensations named in the act shall be paid 
to him regardless of the ability of his employer to respond in large sums and to 
insure him against the employer’s insolvency. 


State or Company INSURANCE. 

How shall this insurance be carried? In my opinion, this is a question which 
it is not for me, but for you, to answer. Permit me to say that in my opinion 
it will not be carried by employers’ liability companies on any plan under which 
but 20 per cent or 25 per cent of the premiums are paid out in compensations. 
Do not misunderstand me. I do not for a moment believe, in fact, I know, that 
you are not now reaping excessive profits under the present system, but what I 
wish to be understood as meaning and saying is this: That when the time comes 
when compensation acts are enacted in any State, or in most of the States. it 
means a readjustment of the employers’ liability insurance company’s business. 
It means a vast increase in the number of risks, a vast increase in the amount of 
insurance carried, a vast increase in the number of persons covered. It means 
multiplying your income manyfold. It means that if the scheme outlined above 
should be enacted and these jaws made compulsory. employers would be looking 
for you, instead of you for them. It means that the cost of soliciting business 
would be very greatly reduced; it means that the legal expenses and the expenses 
of adjustment would be greatly diminished; it means, to my mind, that the busi- 
ness would resolve itself into more scientific, safer, surer lines; that the loss 
averages could be better determined than they now can be; that business could 
be done on a much smaller margin, and even with a greater profit by you than at 
the present time; but if not, and if the employers’ liability insurance companies 
could not readjust themselves to the new conditions, then, in my judgment, it 
means that the State itself, exercising directly some of the functions which she 
now exercises indirectly, must and would step in and do some of the work and 
perform some of the offices which otherwise I would be glad that private enter- 
prise would perform. Do I mean by this State insurance? That is what I 
mean. I do not advocate it; I am opposed to it except as a last resort. 7 


At the conclusion of Mr. Gillette’s paper, Wm. Bro Smith moved that 
a cordial vote of thanks be extended Mr. Gillette and that the paper be 
printed in advance of the proceedings for distribution among the members. 
Discussion of the paper then ensued, in the course of which Mr. Gillette 
elicited much valuable information. Professor Seager of the New York 
commission on workmen’s compensation differed somewhat from the 
conclusions reached by Mr. Gillette, particularly with reference to the 
difficulty of applying the act in the case of competitive trades. He 
suggested the advisability of applying its provisions to trades not in 
competition, such as building and transportation. Samuel Appleton, 
United States manager of the Employers Liability, referred to the diffi- 
culties which had been encountered in the interpretation of the act in 
Great Britain, where the courts are crowded with cases brought under 
it. He also called attention to the fact that where commissions in the 
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United States averaged over 25 per cent, in the British companies they 
were but 8 per cent. 

The discussion lasted until an adjournment was taken for lunch, and 
was resumed after the lecture of Dr. William H. Tolman. Mr. Gillette 
endeavored to get an idea as to what the benefits to be promised would 
cost, and after many speakers had been heard, their views were crystal- 
ized into the suggestion that if the Minnesota commission would frame 
its plans as to the compensation to be granted the companies would sup- 
ply an approximate idea of the cost. 

The meeting was a successful one in every way, and the reports of 
the officers and executive committee showed that tangible results had 
been accomplished during the year. Mr. Stone, reporting for the execu- 
tive committee, refered to the meeting at Atlantic City of the commis- 
sions engaged in investigating the subject of workmen’s compensation, 
at which the association was represented. He said that the plan of ex- 
changing information regarding undesirable risks had been warmly wel- 
comed and was now in operation. The committee was instructed to eon- 
tinue its work with other workmen’s compensation commissions as occa- 
sion arises. 

A resolution was:passed to the effect that agents of the companies 
should not aid in the promotion of legislation affecting the business 
except under the advice and instruction of the home office. The execu- 
tive committee was also instructed to bring about a conference of the 
underwriters of all companies writing liability insurance at such time 
when it may be deemed advisable, for the purpose of considering the 
subject of workmen’s compensation as formulated by legislation or the 
report of a commission. 

The nominating committee reported that it had been unable to per- 
suade Mr. Faxon to assume the duties of president for another year, and 
named the following ticket: 

President, F. W. Lawson of the London Guarantee and Accident; 
vice-president, R. S. Keelor of the Empire State Surety; secretary, A. 
Duncan Reid of the Ocean Accident; executive committee, John T. Stone, 
chairman; W. C. Faxon, Theodore E. Gaty, Walter E. Hoag. 





Burglary Underwriters Meeting. 


A meeting of the executives of the companies writing burglary in- 
surance was held on Thursday, October 21, at. the office of the New 
Amsterdam Casualty, at which President Beekman Hunt of the Atna 
Indemnity Company presided. The following resolutions were passed 
and forwarded to the presidents of every burglary insurance company, 
with a letter urging the president or general manager to attend the 
next meeting, which was called for November 5: 

Resolved, That this meeting adjourn until Friday, November 5, 1909, 
at 2 P. M., in the office of the New Amsterdam Casualty Company, and 
that pending such meeting each company pledges itself that it will enter 
into no contracts with brokers, and that, commencing Monday, October 
25, 1909, will accept no business from brokers at a greater rate of com- 
mission than thirty per cent, unless required to do so by a contract now 
in existence. 

Voted that at the meeting of November 5, 1909, representatives of com- 
panies be limited to home-office officials higher in position than depart- 
ment managers, and that the chairman be requested to write the presi- 
dents of domestic companies or managers of foreign companies to this 
effect, and to send such notices to all companies doing burglary insurance 
business in the United States. 

Voted that a committee of five be appointed by the chair, of which the 
chairman shall be a member, to report at the meeting on November 5, 
1909, as to the desirability of the continuance of the Burglary Under- 
writers Association and to suggest a plan for its reorganization. 

The chair appointed as members of such committee: Mr. Tomlinson, 
president of the Empire State Surety; Mr. Reid of the Ocean Accident, 
Mr. Luckett of the United States Casualty, and Mr. Rathbone of the 
National Surety. 

The companies represented at the executives’ meeting were: Aitna 
Indemnity, President Beekman Hunt; Maryland Casualty, President 
John T. Stone; Ocean Accident, Executive Superintendent A. Duncan 
Reid; National Surety, Vice-President Joel Rathbone; Empire State 
Surety, President Wm. M. Tomlins, Jr.; American Bonding, President 
Geo. Cator; General Accident, United States Manager Franklin J. Moore; 
United States Casualty, Secretary D. G. Luckett; London Guarantee and 
Accident, General Agent F. J. Walters; Frankfort, Secretary John M. 
Smith; New Amsterdam, Secretary Geo. E. Taylor; New Jersey Plate 
Glass, Secretary Harry C. Hedden. 

Wm. P. Larned, superinendent of the burglary department of the 
Fidelity and Casualty, presented a letter from President Geo. F. Seward, 
who was unavoidably absent. 

At the meeting of the Burglary Insurance Underwriters Association, 
held on the same day, President Hunt read the resolutions passed. The 
association also passed a resolution that ‘‘no company member of this 
association shall enter into contracts with brokers in New York city 
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Casualty, Surety, Etc. 





to pay any stipulated commission on and after this date.’’ The associa- 
tion adjourned to meet November 9. 

As noted in the resolutions above, it looks as though the association 
will be reorganized. The curtailment of the powers of the heads of de- 
partments and acts of the executive committee are likely to follow. 

The making of term contracts with brokers is conceded to be the bane 
of the business, and until this practice can be eliminated there is little 
hope for an adjustment of the troubles now besetting burglary under- 
writing. It is generally believed that between now and November 5 the 
situation will be quite thoroughly threshed out and some definite line of 
action agreed upon. 





Peoples Surety Company of New York. 


The above-named company was organized in May, 1905, to transact a 
general surety and bonding business and also to write liability insur- 
ance of every description. As it does not operate outside of New York, 
it is in good position to satisfy its brokers and clients on local risks. 

The officers of the Peoples Surety are thoroughly experienced men, the 
president, John H. Sell, being one of the oldest surety underwriters in 
point of service in the country. Secretary and Treasurer Daniel A. Mc- 
Cann has been with the company from the start and has a wide ac- 
quaintance among men of prominence in New York State. Vice-Presi- 
dents James N. Brown and Frank L. Sniffen are well known in banking 
circles, while the company’s counsel is Paul Grout of the firm of Edward 
M. & Paul Grout. 

The board of directors of the Peoples Surety is a particularly strong 
one, its personnel being made up of the leading men in banking, law, 
financial, real estate and contracting circles. Their experience is always 
at the service of the company, thereby enabling it to render excellent 
service to all persons desiring surety bonds or liability insurance, 
whether it be in regard to bonds guaranteeing the financial responsi- 
bility of persons in positions of trust, public officials and municipal em- 
ployees, or guaranteeing the completion of contracts for State, public 
or private corporations or individuals. The Peoples Surety feels that no 
company has a stronger board of advisors, and its success has been 
largely due to the interest displayed by the members. 

From the quarterly statement of the company, published on another 
page of this issue, it will be seen that it is very strong financially and is 
protecting its patrons to the utmost. Since the close of last year it has 
increased its regerve for contingencies from $52,535 to $102,055, con- 
stituting an extra protection for policyholders, as the amount reserved 
for claims is more than ample. The company is justly satisfied with the 
progress it has made and especially solicits the accounts of brokers and 
others in New York who require the class of suretyship and insurance 
granted by it. 





The following letter has been received by Dr. C. H. Harbaugh, 
author of ‘“‘Causes of Disability’’: 


I have looked over with considerable interest your book, ‘‘Causes of 
Disability,’’ and would like to compliment you upon the same. I think 
that there is no reason why your publishers should not dispose of a 
large number of copies, especially to those interested directly or indi- 
rectly in accident and health insurance. Your book is exceedingly prac- 
tical, contains a fund of information and is indeed a multum in parvo. 

Wishing you every success in the publishing line—W. A. Young, M. D., 
medical director the Canadian Casualty and Boiler Insurance Company, 
Toronto. 

“Causes of Disability’’ is sold by The Spectator Company, 135 William 


street, New York. Price, bound in cloth, $6 post paid. 





Casualty Notes. 


—The Mid-Continent Casualty Company of St. Louis expects to be ready for 
business by January 1. 

—The Occidental Life of Albuquerque, N. M., will amend its charter so that 
it may open an industrial accident and health branch. 

—A casualty company which has secured its license wishes to secure a few 
good stock salesmen. See advertisement in this issue of Tue Spectator. 

—The Great Southern Accident and Fidelity Company of Atlanta, Ga., has de- 
posited $100,000 with the State Treasurer of Georgia, preparatory to beginning 
business. At present the company has $200,000 paid-up capital. 

—At a meeting held last Thursday the stockholders of the Federal Union 
Surety voted to reincorporate the company as provided by the legislative act of 
March 6, 1909, which will enable the company to do a general casualty business. 

—tThe application record of the Bankers Accident of Des Moines for Septem- 
ber shows an increase of ten per cent over August, and twenty-five per cent over 
September, 1908; September stands out alone as the biggest month in the com- 
pany’s history. 

—The Casualty Company of America has elected General Charles Miller, 
president of Galena Oil Company, a director; also William H. Silverthorn, 








Fire Insurance 


president of the Railway Steel Spring Company, president United States Light- 
ing and Heating Company and director of the Carbon Steel Company. 

—The United States Health and Accident Company of Saginaw, Mich., has 
issued a new disability form, the accidental death benefit of which is $5000 in 
cash or $6000 in instalments of $100 a month. The accident benefit is $30 a 
week, and illness benefit $25. The policy contains a number of other liberal 
features. 

—The many friends of A. N. Lockwood, well known as an adjuster of acci- 
dent claims, will regret to learn that he met with a fall in the Hudson Terminal 
building some time ago, whereby his neck was severely strained. He has been 
two months in the sanitorium of Dr. Mandeville of Newark, where his condition 
was greatly improved. On Sunday last, while taking exercise, he fell agam in 
such manner as to break his thigh. His physicians are doing everything possible 
for him, but the prospect is that he will be confined to the sanitorium for 
several months. 





Surety Notes. 


—At the annual dinner of the Chicago Surety Underwriters Association the 
following officers were elected: President, R. R. Gilkey, American Surety Com- 
pany; vice-presidents, W. W. Durham, Illinois; E. A. St. John, National; John 
McGillen, United, and W. M. Umbdenstock, Federal Union; secretary, W. 
Herbert Stewart, American Bonding; treasurer, George K. Thomas, Bankers. 

—G. R. Griffin & Co., New England general agents of the Frankfort Marine, 
Accident and Guarantee and the Title Guaranty and Surety, have appointed C. 
H. Beyer, formerly with the Travelers in Iowa, special agent in the surety de- 
partment for New England. Bernard L. Watson, formerly with the Massa- 
chusetts Bonding Company, is now special solicitor in the surety department, and 
Francis G. Prescott, formerly with the Old Colony Trust Company, has been 
appointed a special agent in the liability department. 


REPORTS OF FIRE INSURANCE COMPANIES. 





In this department will appear, from week to week, the latest state- 
ments of licensed and unlicensed fire insurance companies operating in 
the United States, together with other information concerning them of 
interest to policyholders, company officials, agents and brokers. The 
data presented in this department will also be published in the form of a 
monthly supplement to the book entitled ‘‘Reports of Fire Insurance 
Companies,’’ which is published annually, in June, by The Spectator 
Company. Prices: Book, with monthly supplements, one year, $7; book 
only, $5; monthly supplement only, $2 per annum. 


Akro: Mutual Fire Insurance Company, Akron, Ohio 


The Akron Mutual Fire has been ordered by the Ohio Insurance Department 
to discontinue business until an impairment in its reserves is made up. 


American Insurance Company, Boston, Mass. 


A first dividend of 25 per cent on approved claims is being paid by the re- 
ceiver of the American of Boston. The company retired from business as a result 
of the San Francisco conflagration. 


American Insurance Company, Newark, N. J. 


On October 18, 1909, the stockholders of this company voted to increase the 
authorized capital stock from $750,000 to $1,000,000, and each stockholder of 
record as of Densber 20, 1909, has been given the privilege of subscribing at par 
on or before November 80 for one share of the new issue for each three shares 
of old stock held. 


Automobile Isnurance Company of America, Indianapolis, Ind. 


The Automobile Insurance Company of America has been organized at In- 
dianapolis and articles of incorporation have been filed with the Secretary of 
State. It is to have a capital of $1,000,000 and a like amount of surplus. D. M. 
Parry, president of the Parry Automobile Company of Indianapolis, is president, 
and L. N. Littauer of New York is vice-president. 


Calumet Insurance Company, Chicago, III. 


The Calumet of Chicago is increasing its capital from $200,000 to $300,000, 
selling the new stock at $250, par value $100, thereby adding $150,000 to surplus. 


George Washington Fire Insurance Company, Philadelphia, Pa. 


It has been decided to form a stock company under the above name, with 
$100,000 capital and probably an initial surplus, instead of the proposed George 
Washington Mutual Fire Insurance Company. The new company is being pro- 
moted by Henry L. Engel. 


German Union Fire Insurance Company, Baltimore, Md. 


The stockholders of the German Union Fire will hold a meeting in Baltimore 
on November 4 to take action on the reduction of the capital stock from $200,000 
to $100,000. Robert Dickson has obtained control of 7000 shares of the stock. 


Guardian Fire Insurance Company, Pittsburg, Pa. 


George H. Calvert, receiver of the Guardian Fire of Pittsburg, has made up 
the following statement regarding the liabilities of the company: Claims for re- 
turn premiums, $126,419; unpaid losses, according to records, $211,585; Dickson 
& Tweeddale filed claims, $142,646; miscellaneous claims, $1220; total, $481,870. 
These claims, Mr. Calvert remarks, will be reduced; those of Dickson & Tweed- 
dale considerably. There are also some counter claims with the Southern of 
New Orleans. 

The chief assets of the company, according to Receiver Calvert, consist of the 
buildings in Pittsburg and New York. The former was carried at $110,000, and 
The latter property is worth approximately 


is worth approximately $80,000. 
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$400,000, against which there are mortgages of $220,000. 
are past due, and 
A sale of the New York property is 
pendens in connection with a pS of Mrs. ge wife of Holmes Jones. 
claim is for $161,000, and has been pending for over four years. 


All of these mortgages 
foreclosure proceedings have been started on one of them, 
revented owing to the filing of a lis 
This 
1 In addition to 
= above assets, there is cash on hand, some bonds and stocks and agency 
alances. 


Home Fire Insurance Association, Cincinnati, O. 


The Home Fire, a mutual company, has been organized at Cincinnati and 
licensed by the Ohio Insurance Department. C. Chadwick & Co. have been 
appointed to represent the company for surplus.lines outside of Ohio. It is an- 
nounced that the Home Fire is raising a guarantee fund of $200,000 to be de- 
posited for the protection of policyholders. 


Peoples Anthracite Insurance Company, Scranton, Pa. 


A new fire company to be known as the Peoples Anthracite is being promoted 
at Scranton, Pa., to have a capital of $1,000,000 and a like amount of surplus, 
The company proposes to insure against fire and mine caves. 


Southern Insurance Company, New Orleans, La, 


On October 26 the Whitney Central Trust and Savings Bank, receiver for the 
Southern Insurance Company of New Orleans, filed a statement of its receipts as 
receiver from July 21 to October 21. The report shows a balance July 21 of 
$192,352; receipts, $9476; disbursements, $4352; balance October 21, $237,145. 
It developed that at a conference October 23 the receiver decided to ask the 
court for permission to distribute about $250,000 of the company’s assets among 
the creditors. This permission had not been asked up to October 26. 


Springfield Underwriters Mutual Fire Insurance Company, 
Springfield, Ill. 


An examination of the above-named company, made under direction of the 
Ohio Insurance Department, showed that the funds and assets of the company 
(other than contingent liability), after deducting therefrom a reinsurance re- 
serve fund computed in accordance with the law, were less than its liabilities, and 
that the amount of this impairment or deficit was more than 40 per cent of its re- 
insurance reserve fund. On October 11 the Superintendent of Insurance directed 
the officers of the company to make an assessment for the amount needed to pay 
its insured losses and expenses and to make good the reinsurance reserve fund as 
required by law, such assessment to be paid on or before December 1, 1909. The 
company was also advised of the provisions of law forbidding it to issue any new 
policies until the requirements of the law were fully met. It is reported that the 
deficit amounted to about $17,000. 


Walla Walla Fire Insurance Company, Walla Walla, Wash. 


On September 30, 1909, Receiver Dorsey M. Hill reported total known and 
estimated resources of $384,893, including those of known value, $3617; those 
whose values are unknown, chiefly stockholders’ notes, $122,402; assets in hand, 
but contested in court, $135,500, and assets listed on company’s books, but not 
in receiver’s possession, $123,274. The amount of claims passed upon was 
$215,614, and the total. of those approved was $178,740. In addition, there were 
claims in suspense awaiting approval, $41,858; rejected claims appealed to 
Superior Court, $9517, and ledger items amounting to $16,439, making a total of 
$246,554 of known and estimated liabilities. The payments to be made to claim- 
ants depend largely upon the result of litigation to determine the ownership of 
assets claimed by the Walla Walla Fire and by the Hollon-Parker Company. 


Western and Southern Fire Insurance Company, Shawnee, Okla. 


The above-named company was incorporated in August, 1909, with an authorized 
capital of $1,000,000. It was understood that the stock was to be sold at a pre- 
mium of 50 per cent, so as to provide an initial surplus of $500,000. The leading 
spirit in the enterprise is J. W. McRae, who has succeeded in interesting a num- 
ber of local bankers and business men in the project. The officers are: Presi- 
dent, Fred. W. Christner, president of the Union Savings Bank; treasurer, L. T. 
Sammons, who is said to be a director of several banks; secretary, E. C. Eckford, 
manager of the Shawnee Mutual Fire Insurance Company. It is reported that 
the business of the Shawnee Mutual will be transferred to the new company. 
Among the directors of the Western and Southern are E. C. Stannard, attorney, 
of Stannard, Wahl & Ennis, and E. W.-Hill, president of the Western Ice and 
Cold Storage Company and a director of the Bank of Commerce. It is not an- 
ticipated that the company will be ready for business for several months. 


Western Empire Insurance Company, Spokane, Wash. 


At a meeting of the stockholders of this company, held on October 5, 1909, it 
was unanimously voted to increase the capital stock and surplus by $100,000 each. 
These increases, it is stated, will give the company a capital and surplus of 
$600,000. Supplementing an examination as of June 30 last, examiners for the 
Washington Insurance Department say that they are reliably informed that since 
the date named about $70,000 worth of capital stock has been diSposed of for cash. 
The loss ratio of the company in its first eighteen months of business is stated to 
have been 27.4 per cent. The officers of this company are: President, R. D. 
Miller; vice-president and general manager, Edw. J. ) ell secretary, F. E. 
Partridge. 














TOO LATE FOR CLASSIFICATION. 





—Mrs. Charles Netcher, owner of the Boston Store in Chicago, has purchased 
$300,000 additional life insurance, which brings her total life insurance to 
$1,000,000. 

—James W. Hibbs, formerly with the Equitable Life, has been appointed 
manager of the Boston office of the Security Mutual of Binghamton. He will 
enter upon his new duties about the middle of November. 

—wWith deep regret we learn of the death of Mrs. Fergus G. Lee, wife of the 
vice-president of the Sun of New Orleans. Mr. Lee’s many friends sincerely 
sympathize with him in his double affliction, his only son having died only about 
a week ago. 

—The Insurance Commissioner of Illinois has filed a bill in the Superior 
Court asking a receiver for the United States Life Endowment Company of 
Chicago, and for cancellation of its charter. The Commissioner charges that the 
company is operating in violation of the insurance law and that it is insolvent. 
He places its assets at $32,887, with liabilities of $462,735. 
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Haency Wants. 


Hdjusting and Claim Attorneys. 








“CARE WILL KILL A CAT” 


Lift your load of care now by securing 
an agency for the sale of our new profit- 
sharing bonds. 


Write for particulars. 


THE CENTRAL AGENCY 
WIETING BLOCK SYRACUSE, N. Y. 





THE EMINENT HOUSEHOLD OF 


COLUMBIAN WOODMEN 


ATLANTA, GEORGIA 
STRONG SECURE AND SURE 
Insures against Death, Insanity, Total Disability, Partial 1 Diahie. Old Age at Seventy, Los of Eye, 
Loss of Leg, Loss of Arm, g te Leg, Broken Arm, and against the : 
Forfeiture of Insurance while Ill and Mentally Disqualified. 


BROADEST IN BENEFITS. PROMPTEST IN PAYMENT OF 
CLAIMS. STRONGEST IN poe PLAN. 
Com the W. 
Larger surplus in acer Ps crectptacnt ind —Ss coe te = any other Order 
at double the age. 
The Family Fratemity. _ The Premium Fraternity. _ The Permanent Fratemity. 
Good Opportunity for Stock Company Agents and Fraternal Organizers. 


OFFICERS: Jonathan B. Fgoat, Hogd Binford, J. G. St. Amand, Peter F. Clarke, P. E. 
ens. MD. W.A. Jackson, M. D.. Gen. Clement A. Evans. Counselors, 





STOCK If you can sell reliable stocks and bonds we 
want you. If you want to make money, the 
SALESMEN best, and permanent connections, you want us. 
WHO WANT Absolutely the best line up to present. 
A FUTURE State, district and local men wanted. 


COMMERCIAL FIDELITY COMPANY OF ILLINOIS 
Dept. A. 613-59 Dearborn St., Chicago 





WE WANT YOU to know that our Health and Accident CERTIFICATES are the most 
liberal and up-to-date on the market. 

WE WANT YOU to know that our District Managers’. Agents’ and Solicitors’ contracts are 
the most liberal made. 

WE WANT YOU to represent us, and you will if you write and get our liberal renewal and 
money-making terms. Address, 


THE PROTECTIVE LIFE INSURANCE SOCIETY 
Nos. 809-810 Mutual Life Building, BUFFALO, N. Y. 





An interesting proposition to those carrying 


FRATERNAL INSURANCE 


Liberal Commission to Agents, 


AMERICAN SERVICE UNION, 253 Broadway, N. Y. City 
mw AN TE OD a 


Hustlers desiring top notch Contracts in growing progressive Company 
Popular up to date Health, Accident and Death Policies 
30,000 risks in forcein thirty States 
Liberal Compensation Guaranteed 
Monthly and Annual Premiums 
Cash Capital and Surplus $200,000.00 
FEDERAL CASUALTY CO., 




















DETROIT, MICH. 





WANTED.—A first class proposition for two good men 
who would like to represent the Union Central in Florida 
for the winter. B.S. Williams, General Agent, Pensa- 
cola, Florida. 








laiaeteine M. nese "a 7 appellate 
NORFOLK, VA. 


sinta e Oeseeen Gonna ee State and Federal Courts and 
Insurance Departments, Have represented Insurance companies many years. 











Prominent Agents and Brokers. 


PERCY B. DUTTON 
ROCHESTER, N. Y. 


New York State Manager 


Humboldt Fire Insurance Co., of Pittsburg, Pa. 
Teutonia Fire Insurance Co., of Pittsburg, Pa. 











RWIN & GRIFFIN, NEW a ne LA. 
General Agents, Louisiana and Mississippi. 


Fire Insurance Company of Delaware. 
National Lumber Insurance Company of Buffalo, N. Y. 
Adirondack Fire Insurance mpeny, of New York. 


City of New York aemaa Compan 
Frankfort Marine and Accident 7 a Company of Germany. 
New York Plate Glass In-urance Company of New York. 


WARREN M. KIMBALL & CO. 


84 WILLIAM STREET, . . ° NEW YORK CITY 





Surplus Lines 


Strong European and American 
Stock Companies and London Lloyds 


Liberal Commission Prompt Service 





MYRON W. ROBINSON 


ENGLEWOOD, N. J. 


General Agent for the State of New Jersey 
Security Casualty Company of Indianapolis, Ind. 
American Life Stock Insurance Company, Indianapolis, Ind. 
Good opportunity for live agents in New Jersey 


New York Office: MILLS BUILDING 





BUXTON INSURING AGENCY 


63 WILLIAM STREET NEW YORK 
Special facilities for handling excess lines for local agents in any part of the 
try. 


distance *phone, John 147 
HERBERT BUXTON, ee in eastern and southern territory — line companies, 
comprising agency of E. T Chicago. 





ENRY L. ENGEL & CO. 
INSURANCE BROKERS AND AGENTS 
416-18-20 Walnut St., = = = = Philadelphia, Pa. 
Representing Peoples Mutual Fire Insurance Company of Phila, Pa. 


Surplus Lines a Specialty. Correspondence solicited. Prompt service. 
Superior Facilities for Placing Large Lines on Mercantile Business. 
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Prominent Hgents and Brokers. 


Actuarial, 








Established 1870. 
AN HOUTEN & SHERWOOD COMPANY 
LOUIS SHERWOOD, President 
15 EXCHANGE PLACE, - - - - JERSEY CITY 
General Insurance Agents for New Jersey. 
Fire, Casualty, Automobile, Plate Glass, Fidelity Bonds. Live Stock Insurance 
Phone, J. C. 33 





gia R. TUTTLE 
Syracuse, N. Y. 


New York and Pennsylvania General Agent 


Reliable Fire Insurance Companies 





ETTIBONE & KROUSE, General Agents 
325 WALNUT STREET, PHILADELPHIA 
Representing Queen City Fire Insurance Co., Ohio, Penna., N. J. & West Va and 
HAWKEYE INS. CO., OHIO AND WEST VA. 





W. C. Bennett. ESTABLISHED 1869. J. Burns Allen. 
HARLES TREDICK &CO., INSURANCE AGENTS 


and Brokers, 339 Walnut Street, Philadelphia Pa. ; 
Special Attention Given to Surplus Lines, 





CHURCHILL WHITTEMORE CoO. 
. 118-120 N, FOURTH ST. (Ist Floor Pierce Bldg.), ST. LOUIS, MO. 


dommon wealth, North River, Continental, Spring Garden, Saint Paul, Commerce, Williamsburgh City, Mercantile, 
Nassau, Camden, Eastern, Granite State, Sea , Rhode Island, Stuyvesant, Ins. Und. S. G., Pacific, United States 
Sommission allowed Non-Resident Agents on Insurance on ST, LOUIS properties. 








Prominent Hgents and Brokers at Chicago. 








Gro. W. MONTGOMERY M. I. C. FUNKHOUSER 


MONTGOMERY & FUNKHOUSER 
INSURANCE AGENCY 
159 La Salle St., National Life Building, CHICAGO, ILL. 
Firemen’s Ins. Co.. Newark; Concordia Fire Ins. Co., Milwaukee; Jefferson Fire Ins. Co., 


Philadelphia; Western Ins. Co., of Pittsburgh, Pa.; Farmers & Merchants Ins. Co., 
Lincoln, Neb.; and Lloyds Plate Glass Ins. Co., of New York. 








Actuarial, 








AVID PARKS FACKLER 
Ex-President Actuarial Society 
FACKLER, LL.B. 
Fellow Actuarial Society | 
iCONSULTING ACTUARIES 
35 Nassau Street, New York (Rooms 1403-4-5) 


EDWARD B. 





a C. WRIGHT, 


Successor to EL1zuR WRIGHT 


CONSULTING ACTUARY. 


Accurate Work. 
Accounts Systematized. 


Thorough Experience. 
Examinations. Valuations. 


45 MILK STREET, Rooms 701 and 708, BOSTON, MASS. 


Western Union Code. Cable Address, ‘‘Actuary”’ 





M M. DAWSON, F. I. A. 
- CONSULTING ACTUARY 


Member of the Actuarial Society of America, Fellow of the Institute of Actuaries, 
Member of the Deutscher Verein fuer Versicherungs-Wissenschaft, Etc. 


141 BROADWAY, NEW YORK CITY 








[eaenes J. HARVEY, F. 1. A. 


Fellow of the Institute of Actuaries of Great Britain 
and Ireland 


CONSULTING ACTUARY 


Address care of COLONIAL LIFE INS. CO., JERSEY CITY, N. J. 





acc BARNETT, 


CONSULTING ACTUARY, 


502-3 PETERS BUILDING, ATLANTA, GA, 





R E. FORSTER, 
; CONSULTING ACTUARY, 


Arcade Building, PHILADELPHIA 





Consulting Actuary, 


620 Oxford Road, - - - - Ann Arbor, Michigan. 





J H. NITCHIE, 
ACTUARY 
153 LA SALLE STREET 


CHICAGO 


919 Association Building 


Central 739 
Telephones Auto 3992 





—— L. WOOLSTON, 


INSURANCE EXAMINER, ACTUARY 
AND ACCOUNTANT, 


MAJESTIC BLDG., DENVER, COL. 


FREDERIC S. WITHINGTON 


Consulting Actuary 
1012 & 1013 FLEMING BUILDING, DES MOINES, IOWA 
Invites correspondence regarding all branches of acturial work. 
Accurate calculations of premiums, surrender values, reserves, etc., on all recognized stand- 
ards on any form of policy. 

NEW AND EXCLUSIVE POLICY FEATURES SUGGESTED 
Policy forms drawn to meet all legal requirements in any state. 
Thirty vears’ experience. Formerly Actuary of Iowa Insurance Department. 

ell Equipped Office. Prompt Service. 


H W. BUTTOLPH 








CONSULTING ACTUARY 





LAW BUILDING, IND. 


G. LADD PLUMLEY 
FELLOW ACTUARIAL SOCIETY 
CONSULTING ACTUARY 
160 East 91st Street 
Telephone 2430 79th Street 


INDIANAPOLIS, 





NEW YORK 





ic F. KUMPFERT, Ph. D., M. D. 
Consulting Actuary and Accountant 


MASONIC TEMPLE 
LA. 


ROOM 18 ~ - 
NEW ORLEANS, 
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Casualty Insurance Examiners and Adjusters. 








ce H. HARBAUGH, M. D. 


Expert Examiner and Adjuster. 
Accident and Health Claims. 


SPECIALTY, MEDICO-LEGAL WORK 
1143 SOUTH BROAD STREET, - PHILADELPHIA, PA. 








Are you looking for better things—an 
opportunity to increase your income and get 
into a better field? These may be had with 
a Company of unexcelled reputation by 
addressing, 


‘‘Advantage,’’ “‘care of The Spectator,”’ 
P. O. Box 1117, New York City, N. Y. 





Will buy or absorb the subscriptions to 
stock in a Casualty Insurance Company 
where for any reason the organizers desire 
to sell or abandon plans. What have you 
to offer? Strictest confidence assured. 
Address, B. L. T., care of The Spectator, 
P.O. Box 1117, New York City, N. Y. 





EXCEPTIONAL OPPORTUNITY 


Insurance Stock Salesmen wanted by 
licensed Casualty Company. 


Address L. C., care of The Spectator, 
P. O. Box 1117, 
New York City, N. Y. 





ee LIFE INSURANCE COMPANY, 
BALTIMORE, MD. 


F, S. STROBRIDGE, PREsmEnT. 
_ Industrial and Ordinary Life Insurance policies issued upon all attractive forms of 
cies. 


_ Agents desiring to connect themselves with a solid and progressive, yet conservative 
Life Insurance Company, can address the Secretary, giving references. 





ORTH BRITISH AND MERCANTILE 


INSURANCE CO. OF LONDON AND EDINBURGH. 
Established 1809, 


OFFICE: 


- 76 William Street, New York City. 








‘Mistakes in State Regulation of the 
Insurance Business” 


A discussion of state supervision and of the de- 
sirability and feasibility of national supervision. 


“Discrimination and Co-operation in 
Fire Insurance Rating’ 


A logical and comprehensive portrayal 
of the main points of a broad subject. 


The above articles by Professer Lester W. Zartman, of the Department 
of Political Economy, Yale University. have aroused much interest and 
thoughful consideration among underwriters. Both articles have been re- 
printed in separate pamphlets, from the Yale Review, and either may be 
obtained at 10 cents per copy from 


THE SPECTATOR COMPANY 


Sole Selling Agents, 


135 WILLIAM STREET, 
NEW YORK. 


CHICAGO OFFICE: 
159 La Saute STREET. 





THE 


SECURITY LIFE AND 
ANNUITY COMPANY 


OF GREENSBORO, N. C. 
OLD LINE, LEGAL RESERVE 


Guaranty Capital, $100,000.06 
Deposited with the Insurance Commissioner of North Carolina 


The Company is doing business in North Carolina, South Carolina, Virginia and Georgia. 
All policies are registered and the full legal reserve deposited with the Insurance Commissioner 
of North Carolina, invested as required by law. 


J. VAN LINDLEY, Pres. GEO. A. GRIMSLEY, Sec. 








The PeoplesLife Insurance Co. 


FRANKFORT, INDIANA 





Issues New Standard 
Policies Legal 


Reserve 


Conspicuous for Low Rates, Disability 
Clause, Annual Dividends, Guaranteed 


Results, Economical Management 

















Insurance producers with experience, character and ability, can 
secure favorable agencies. Address the Company. 














1909 EDITION 


AIN AND LOSS EXHIBIT FOR 1908. 


A valuable leaflet showing the various items of the Gain 
and Loss Exhibit as supplied by over fifty life insurance companies 
to the insurance departments in their annual reports. Appropriate 
ratios are given anda comparative table.shows the ratios for the ten 
years ending with December 31, 1908.- 

This compilation is the,best made dealing with this important 
exhibit. 
PRICES: $20.00 per 1,000; $12.00 per 500; $3.00 per 100. 
Send ten cents for sample copy. 


THE SPECTATOR COMPANY 


Chicago Office 135 William Street 
159 La Salle Street NEW YORK 


"gaa E’S INSURANCE EXPIRATION REGISTERS 
THE YWERY BEST. 
Send six cents in postage stamps, to cover bare cost, for sample 
sheets, with prices and explanations, to 


THE SPECTATOR COMPANY, 185 William Street, New York. 
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MUTUAL LIFESINSURANCE CO. 
OF BOSTON 

Incorporated 1862 under Massachusetts Laws 

Good Agency Contracts to the Right Men to Sell the Best Life Insurance in the Market 
ROLAND O. LAMB, President WALTON L. CROCKER, Secretary 

tROBERT K. EATON, Superintendent of Agencies 
CHARLES L. VIEMAN, State Agent for Michigan, Chamber of Commerce, Detroit 
WILLIAM N. COMPTON, GENERAL AGENT, METROPOLITAN DISTRICT 
ST. PAUL BUILDING, 220 BROADWAY, NEW YORK 


Great Eastern Casualty and Indemnity Co. 
290-294 Broadway, New York 
Louis H. Fiszt ss - - : President 


Capital - $200,000.00 Assets - $500,885 
Surplus to Policyholders - $350,256 











«Claims Paid Over Half a Million Dollars 

ACCIDENT and HEALTH INSURANCE 

' Writes best policies 
COMMERCIAL—Annual | INDUSTRIAL—Monthly 


Premiums Payments 
Liberal Contracts for Men of Force and Character who can Write Business 





Union Life Insurance Co. 
U5 OF CHICAGO, ILL. 


AZ 


aN) Asad CHICAGO SAVINGS BANK BUILDING 
< ty ah . 
VAN LIVE MEN 
ae. : Looking for a Live Company 
WILL FIND 





That our policies and contracts are best and 
most salable of any sound, conservative company in the West. 
FOR AGENCIES ADDRESS THE HOME OFFICE 














SURETY ON BONDS. 
a SURETY COMPANY OF NEW YORK 
100 BROADWAY, NEW YORK 
$2,600,000 


. BONDSMEN SUPERSEDED 
Bonds issued for Employees, Administrators, Guardians, and in Judicial Proceedings. 
TRUSTEES 
Thomas S, Kirkwood, Wm. Nelson Cromwell, Austin Lathrop, W. A. Nash, Chauncey 
M. Depew. Allan A. Ryan, Albert E. Lamb, Chas. M. Dow, Geo. F. Vietor, Walter S. 
Johnston, R. C. Kerens, R. A. C. Smith E. F. Browning, C. H. Ludington, Jno. J. 
McCook, Robt. Pitcairn, Valentine P. Snyder, Geo. S. Edgell, Andrew Mills, Grant B. 
Schley, Geo. W. Rogers, James B. Duke, Richard Delafield, J. J. Sullivan, Samuel S. 
Sharp, Robert S. Sloan, Paul M. Warburg, Alvin W. Krech, Charles H. Alien, Charles 
F. Spalding F. W. Lafrentz, Henry W. Hayden, Theodore N. Vail, A. W. Mellon, 
Joel Francis Freeman, Godfrey Morse, Sylvester C. Dunham, J. G. Schmidlapp. 


D. H. Moffat, Henry D. Lyman. 
e HENRY D. LYMAN President. 


Capital, 








(Fire) 


German American 
Insurance Company 
New Pork 
STATEMENT JANUARY 1,1909 
CAPITAL 


$1,500,000 


RESERVED FOR ALL OTHER LIABILITIES 


7,829,724 


NET SURPLUS 


5,467,353 
14,797,077 


COMMERCIAL UNION 


ASSURANCE CO., LIMITED, 
OF LONDON. 


OFFICE: 


Cor. Pine & William Streets, 
NEW York. 








me HOME LIFE 


INSURANCE COMP’Y OF AMERICA 
INCORPORATED 1899 


The Company for the Ambitious Agent who de- 
sires to sell ‘‘Commom Sense’’ insurance at 
Lowest Cost, and who seeks, through most lib- 
eral first years and guaranteed renewal com- 
missions, to receive just recognition of service. 
All policies registered, signed and sealed by 
the Insurance Commissioner of the State of 
Delaware, making them As Safe As Government Bonds. 
Address Executive Offices, 416-418420 Walnut St., Phila., Pa. 


JOHN LANGHAM. Jr., President JOSEPH L. DURKIN, Secretary 
GEORGE M. NETTLESHIP, Manager of Agencies 


GIRARD LIFE INSURANCE COMPANY 


NATHAN T. FOLWELL, President 
RICHARD H. WALLACE, V. Pres. and Supt. of Agencies 
ALBERT SHORT, Secretary and Actuary JOSEPH S. POTTER, Treasurer 

















This Company is operated on careful and conservative lines, 
and is meeting with exceptional success. 

Its plans of securing the active co-operation of its policy-holders 
and stockholders in obtaining its business is very attractive and 
of great assistance to the Agent. 


GOOD CONTRACTS TO GOOD AGENTS 


Address the Company’s Home Office 
PHILADELPRIA, PA. 


DREXEL BUILDING 








HIGH CLASS MEN 


Are Flocking to the Live Wire of the South 


The Louisiana National Life 


of New Orleans 


There’s a Reason, Write Quick if you 
Want the Money, 





The Commercial Life Insurance Company 


Third Floor, Board of Trade Building 
INDIANAPOLIS, INDIANA 


Wanted—Seventy-five good, reliable and successful life 
insurance men in Indiana to sell our new Monthly Income 
Policy; new and attractive features. No rebaters and no 
advances. Apply to 

ALBERT J. HELIKER, 
President. 


i} 
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October 28, 1909] 
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A PENN MUTUAL PREMIUM, less a PENN MUTUAL 
DIVIDEND, purchasing a PENN MUTUAL POLICY, con- 
taning PENN MUTUAL VALUES, make an INSURANCE 
PROPOSITION which in the sum of ALL ITS BENEFITS is 
unsurpassed for net low cost and care of interests of all members. 


THE PENN MUTUAL 
LIFE INSURANCE COMPANY 
OF PHILADELPHIA 


On January 1, 1909, rates were reduced and values increased to full 3% reserve 





LONDON AND LANCASHIRE FIRE 


INSURANCE COMPANY 


LONDON & 
LANCASHIRE 


OF LIVERPOOL, ENGLAND, 





FIRE 


INSURANCE COMPANY 


NEW YORK DEPARTMENT: 
57 AND 59 WILLIAM STREET. 





A. G. McILWAINE, Jr., MANAGER. 





Metropolitan Casualty Insurance Co. 


OF NEW YORK 
Formerly The Metropolitan Plate Glass and Casualty Insurance Co.) 


Home Office, - 2©= #8 = 47 Cedar Street 


CHARTERED 1874 


POLICIES 


OF THE MOST APPROVED FORMS 


PLATE GLASS 
PERSONAL ee 
AND HEALT 


EUGENE H. WINSLOW, Presipvent 
DANIEL D. WHITNEY, Vice-President S. WM. BURTON Secretary 
ALONZO G. BROOKS, Assistant Secretary 


RELIABLE AND ENERGETIC AGENTS WANTED 


ATTENTION !! 


The new MONTHLY PENSION POLICY issued by 
the OLD COLONY LIFE is a sure enough winner. 


It is the ideal] family man’s policy. When the head of a family dies 
there occurs a triple death, viz: the HUSBAND dies; the FATHER dies, 
and his INCOME dies. 

The Old Colony Life contracts to pay the family on the first of each 
month for a period of twenty years, a pension of $25.00 or .00. 

The premium rate is the lowest ever devised and the policy provides 
for all of the modern nonforfeiture features. 


WRITE FOR COMMISSION RATES AT ONCE 


This policy is the best seller that has ever been put on the market 


OLD COLONY LIFE INSURANCE CO., °? <2.2%v 2-0<. 





NEW ENGLAND MUTUAL LIFE 
Post Office Square IN S. CO. 


ASSETS, December 31, 1908..$47,980.647.74 
rae... 44.476,655.68 


CORPRGO$ . och $3,503,992.06 


Liberal contracts to men of integrity and energy, with or without 
experience, to act as agents in Massachusetts. Apply to Home Office 
Agency, Room 5, No. 87 Milk Street. 

New York Office, St. Paul Bldg., 220 Broadway Seth H. Whitely, 
Manager. 

ALFRED D. FOSTER, President. D. F. APPEL, Vice-President. 
JACOB A. BARBEY, Secretary. 


1825 1909 


HE PENNSYLVANIA FIRE INSURANCE CO. 
OF PHILADELPHIA 


Boston, Mass. 














Capital $750,000.00 
Assets 6,841,834.32 
Surplus..-- -1,919,527.41 





R. DALE BENSON, President 
JOHN L. THOMSON, Vice-President HAMPTON L. WARNER, Asst. Secretary 
W. GARDNER CROWELL, Secretary WM. J. DAWSON, Sec’y Agency Dept. 


WILLARD S. BROWN & CO., 
Managers for Metropolitan District 1 Liberty Street, New York 


High Class Men to Sell the Stock of 





Prudential Casualty Company 


CAPITAL, $1,000,000 
Indianapolis, Indiana 


A real live wire Live management. Live proposition for live 


men. Bank endorsements and leads from Home Office. 





HE RESERVE LOAN LIFE INSURANCE CoO. 
INDIANAPOLIS, 


Operates under the 
Compulsory Deposit Law of Indiana. EE 
Reliable Agents wanted. Address a 


ey, AN AGEN cry CONTRACT 
THE TITLE GUARANTY & SURETY COMPANY 


SCRANTON, PA. 
is a valuable asset to any insurance office 
CAPITAL AND SURPLUS OVER $1,250,000 
L. A. WATRES, President. JOS. A. SINN, Manager Surety Dept. 
‘For particulars address M. M. TOWNSHEND, Supt. of Agencies 











INDIANA NATIONAL LIFE 
INDIANAPOLIS, IND. 
Our agents are prosperous. There is a reason, see 


our new 20% Coupon policy before contracting else- 
where. Liberal commissions to live agents. 


C. D. RENICK, S. C. RENICK, 
President Secretary 








Majestic Life Assurance Co. 


R. D. HUGHES, President M. M. MAHONEY, Secretary 


Annual Reduction of Premium. 


New , Guarantees/iee——— 








Up-to- Date LT Se Values. 
Policies [Reserve Deposit Law of Tndiana| | Dayn of Grace in Paying 





AGENTS WANTED. ADDRESS THE COMPANY 











Fifth Floor Odd Fellow Bldg., INDIANAPOLIS, IND. 
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MANAGER WANTED 


For Desirable Territory 
in one of the Best 


Insurance States in 
the Union 





POLICIES 
Excelled by None. 
Participating and Non-Participating. 
Non-forfeitable from Date. 


REGISTERED in the INSURANCE 
DEPARTMENT of the STATE of 
ILLINOIS. 


Excellent Contract for Right Man 


Address 


The Franklin Life Insurance Co. 
SPRINGFIELD, ILLINOIS 





DON’T BE A SLAVE TO YOUR JOB! 


If you are a clerk in some insurance office you have doubt- 
less observed how many field men, possessing no greater 
amount of brains than you, earn ten times your income. The 
reason is not far to seek—they had courage to break away 
from a “sure (>) thing” paying $12 or so a week, to secure a 
permanent competency working for themselves. 

It is not always the man who sticks to one job for a life- 
time who gets ahead in the world. Whether a man should 
stay in one place year after year depends altogether on the 
place. If it offers you an opportunity to broaden, stay. If it 
does not, quit. Don’t go through life in a narrow rut because 
you haven't the courage to break away. Your excuse is that 
you do not want to give up a certainty for an uncertainty, but 
when you are past middle age the “certainty” may prove a 
myth. 
Most of the big men in this country to-day threw up posi- 
tions where they had a certainty because they felt themselves 
capable of greater things. Don’t become the slave of some 
poor little job. You don’t have to. We can establish you 
at once in a profitable business with the certainty of an increas- 
ing income as the years go by. 


THE EQUITABLE LIFE ASSURANCE SOCIETY 


OF THE UNITED STATES 





120 Broadway, New York City, N. Y. 

















JUST PUBLISHED 
A NEW WORK ON A NEW SUBJECT 


CAUSES OF DISABILITY 


As Applied Under Accident 


and Health Insurance Policies. 


By C. H. HARBAUGH, M.D. 


An instructive work for managers, adjusters, medical directors, law- 
yers and examiners connected with life, health, and accident insurance 
companies, showing how the condition of health is affected by illness 
and accident, also treating of death through post-mortem appearances. 


CAUSES OF DISABILITY is a book on diagnosis and prognosis, treat- 
ing of accidents, illnesses and poisons which result in disability. 
CAUSES OF DISABILITY gives a description of all accidents, 


illnesses and poisons which can occur to policyholders or those 
who may be injured through the negligence of others. 


CAUSES OF DISABILITY contains a ber of chapters in con- 
nection with accident and health insurance on subjects which 
have never before been considered. 


CAUSES OF DISABILITY consists of seven hundred pages, pro- 
fusely illustrated with half-tones and plates, many of the plates 
being in colors, bound handsomely in 


CAUSES OF DISABILITY is a treatise on health and accident ad- 
justments valuable alike to physician and lawyer. 


Price per Copy - - - = $6.00 
Ten Copies for $50.00 
Address all orders to the Sole Selling Agents for the Insurance World 


THE SPECTATOR COMPANY 
135 William Street, - - = New York 























The Mutual Life 


Insurance Co. of New York 





Oldest in America Strongest in the World 





Largest Margin of Assets in Excess 
of Legal Liabilities. 


No Company More Economically 
Managed to-day. 


No other Company has, by increasing 
its scale of annual dividends four 
years in succession (1906, 1907, 1908, 
1909), reduced premium payments so 
rapidly. 


For terms to producing agents address: 


GEORGE T. DEXTER, 2d Vice-Pres. 
34 Nassau St., New York, N. Y. 


